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INDIGO BUNTING - Passerina cyanea. A description of an electric-blue bird the size of a House Finch
(Carpodacus mexicanus) with black seed-eating bill came from a Fort Collins, Larimer, residence on the
odd date of 23 February2o04; the bird stayed an additional6-7 days. Though reported as an tndigo
Bunting, which would be very unusual in Colorado at that time of year, the documentation submitted
was extremely brief. The term "electric-blue" may have different connotations to some, but for most,
may not suggest lndigo Bunting. Male lndigo Buntings in basic plumage are usually mottled grayish-
brown/blue. Though there is evidence that vagrant birds can abort or postpone their prebasic molt
when conditions are difficult, the potential for occurrence of a completely blue-colored lndigo Bunting in
winter in Colorado would be very odd. As well, no discussion of the darker flight feathers and tail of an
lndigo Bunting in alternate plumage (which is the plumage seemingly described) was provided. with
such little information to analyze, the CBRC voted 1-6.
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