CFO-ORC FILE # 23495 -105

Accepr 6—)

COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS - SIGHT RECORD FORM

NEW STATE RECORD | | UNUSUAL RECORD >
Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary.
Species: _L-AUGHING G Lk LARUS ATRICILLA
(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name)
Date(s): Mlq"‘f 2.4, 1995 |
Number of birds seen: l Sex: SEXgES AUKE Plumage: FIRST SUMMER.
Locality: NEENOSHE RESERVO 1R Elevation: _UNKAOWN
Nearest town: _ [=ADS County: KKIOWA

Time(s) observed: SPECIFIC_TIME NOT NOTED . APPROXIMATEL BETWEEN 2:30T0
24:0
Duration of observation (e.g. 1 sec., 5 min., etc.): APPROKIMATEL 15 MINS. €

OSer observers who saw the bird with you (give names, addresses, telephone numbers):
ON(Z

Other observers who saw the bird independently (give names, addresses, telephone numbers):
NONE- KNOWN

Light conditions (position of bird to light and shade, direction and strength of light):
E Sk WAS PARTLY a@um%ﬁwo THERE. WAS OV A SLIGHT BReczE . L.
WS OR THE WEST SIDE OF THE RESEEVO\R LOOKING T, WITH THE SUN
BEHING ME . LUGRTING CONOITIONS WERE EXCELLENT
Optical equipment used (e.g. power, types): BINOCLALS : BAUSLH 4 LOMB 10XH40 WSTOM . SCcopPE .
KOWA TSN & WITH 20 X 60 LeNS
Distance, and how measured: 40 10 100 Feet, GVESSELD ESTIMATE-

If photographed, type of equipment and film: e il

Who else photographed the bird? .

Describe the bird’s behavior (ef‘., f}gin , feeding, or habits used in identi'i}ring): WRHILE. STURYINL SOME
SHOREBIRDS MY A o0 W W%ﬂiﬂ BY TWO GULLS FLMING AT FRIRLY CLOSE RRNGE.
AL No THE- RESERV/OIR. SHoRE. , ABOVT Nm FIVE TO THIE FEET HGH. FIEST QULL. J
Avlte{ \DENTIFIEO AS A mda- BILLED. THE SELOND 4ULL. , FOLLOUWING,. BEHIND BY AEoUT
THIRTY TO FORTY FEET. WS ALeQ FAIELA LALLE BUT MORE. DARIC COLORED ON ITS UFPPERPAER:
AN UNTDERNI ca oUTER ELILHT FEATHERS . TRE RING BILED FLEW PASED ME. , C\RCLED, ( CONT. 1
Describe in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern. Include details of bill,
wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks you used to identify the bird. Reference to its
resemblance to field guide descriptions and illustrations is not enough. Describe only what you actually
observed in the field: A% THE LAUAHNG GULL. WAS FL{ING @Y , I couLD SEE \T° WAS A
FALRL m%z-elws? QUL | AND BECAVSE OF TS OVERALL DACEER- COLOZATION OF PARTICY
INTEREST: WHILE THE BIRO 'WKS ON THE LAUIVCH ARBA 1T WADS EAS1 TO COMPARE IN SIZE
™ THE RiNG BILLED. L CoULD SEE THEWR. SIZE. WERE ABNT EQUAL-. THERZE WERE SOME



Description  (continued): oTHER COMPRRATIVE. DIFFERENCES . TRHE. LAvakING Guls BiLL
SEEMED LONLER , AND ALTHOUGK HEAVY IN) APPEARANCE. NoT QUITE. AS THICKE AS TRE RING:
BILLED'S . "THE LoWER. MANDIBLE. oF THE LAUGAKING Gull HAO R DISTINGT conye AODING 1o
R TRICK TIPPEQ APPEARANCE. - |HE. COLORATION WAS BLAUS. FROM TP 1D QRPE. WITH No .
VARIATION DISCERNABLE. . THE HERD SHAPC. WAS ALLO DIFFERENT. The. RING-BILLEN'S
HEAD HADD A AENTLY SLOPING FOREHRAO AN NICEL ROUNDED CEOWN: TRE LAUAHLING Gl
CEE O HAVE A LONGER FURBHEAD AND FLATIER. CROWN . THE FOREHEAD WAS LOHTE.

Describe the bird’s song and call, if given, including method of delivery, (i.e. from perch, in flight,

duration): THE LAVAHINA GULL GAVE. TYPILAL AULL- SBuALIC L LE. P& AL IN TO
LARD BESIDE THE RINA BULeED. T Dip NoT HEAL. THE " HA HA tA kA "' TPIChRLLY]
RSSOCMTED WITH THIS SPECIES.

Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird: THE BIRD WRS 0BSERVED
IN FLUAGHT™ ANV O THE. 4ROUNY oF THE. RESERVOLR_ SHORE.

How did you eliminate similarly appearing species? P.T" GRANT, IS HLS QULLS ® A LUIDE. TO
EPERTIFICATION cATES THAT THZ LAVAHNG GULL 1S SO DISTINGTAVE- IN KL
PLUMMALES THAT 1T 15 “UNLIKEL TO BE. CoONEULEO WITH ANM OTHER. qULL. EXcEPT
FrArKLIN'G “ T eLIMINATED FRANK LIN'S FOTHE FOLLOW(N G BERSONS | FIRST
SUMMEL. PLUMME. OF FRANKUN'S |5 VERY DIFFRERENT  FRoM A LRLAHING QUL Of TitE

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species?
L HAD BEEN TO THE SoUTH TEXAS CoAST 110 Fesrurey 1995, AND sARW
RUNDREOS oF LAV4HING GULLS oF VARIOVUS RAES AN PLOMMALE. .

List books, illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this influenced your identification:
ADVRNCED BIRDING BY Ken) FKarUFMAN)
a)  attime of observation: NAT'L. AEO FIELD 4UIDE o THE. BLROS oF N. AMERICA

b) after observation: QULLS: A GUIDE T IDENTLFICRTION) Y P.J AANT
SEABIROS! AN IPENTIFILATION GU\OE. B\ . HARRISON)

This report was written from reports made during h , after observation from memory _ D

Date and time report was written: jﬁ?—;ﬁ’dﬂ'@-{ Ze X lQ‘rQ,ﬁ / 0\ /7 3

Reporting observer: %J gMI,TH Signature: Wﬁﬂ//y %\

[
Address: 3606 WIIRGEON) W L ERaanY MAN) sSIi22 a3

Return to:

Bill Prather

C.F.O. Official Records Committee
13810 WCR 1

Longmont, Colorado 80504



@

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR. , ETT. (CoNTINUVED

AND LANVED ON THE ARAVEL. AND MUY BORT LAUNKH WBOUT |6¢
Feer AwrY . |HE LAUAHING GuLL. AlsO FLew BY ME.  alUING
ME. EXCELLENT LOOICS AT 1T IN FLGHWT,; CIRCLE®D A OUPLE TIMES
AND CAME ) ARYD LANVER BY THE. BING BILLED. |HE BIfoS
SQRUAWKED ANY CALLEC AT BRH OTHER RS THE LAvariNG Gull
WS LANOING.  [HELE ARE DESIR(BED LATEE. S THS REAET:  |HE
BIEDS DD NOT EXHBIT ANY DISTINCIIVE BEHARVIOR-. |HeY DID
WRLC REOUND THE. LAUNGH AREA AND OLASIONALLY PELKED AT
A FEW UNIDENTIEIED OBTECTS ol THE arounyd, AT THS TIME
T whs RBLE. TO MOVE. CLOSER. ANYD STUDY THEM THROUGH MM
S5LOPE.. [HEM REMAINED HERE UNTIL. FRILHTENED AWRY BY
A FOHEAMAN) PULLING IN TO LAING HS BORT.

BIRO'S DELCRIPTION) | ¢ONT:

IMMEOIATEL{ AROUNC THE BME-. |HERE WKS A BLAUC CRESCENT (N
FRONT OoF THE ENME_ AND A WHITE. (RESCENT ABOVE. ANV BELOW IT. HE
EME- WHS BLAUC WITH NO DISCERNABLE. IRIS . [HERE WHS ADD ITLONRL
FLEUSS RNV SPELSLING 0N THE FRCE. WD SI0ES OF THE THRORTT e
BELL W) FLANKS WELE WHITE . [HE LELS A0 FEET WERE. KLL
BLAC | AN SEEMED LONK ANO GARGLY 1IN COMPARISON) TO THE.
Rivg: BILLED. [HE HIND NEGK. WhS LIGHTER. THAN THE. NAPE. PATA
AND MANTLE. . THE. S00TY 4RAM OF THE. MANTLE. Ay SCAPULARS
WAS DISTINCIL DRRISEE  THAN) THESE SAME. ARERS on THE. KiNg:
BLLED. [HE LAVAHING GULL'S WINGS WERE LoNG ANy POUTED
PECHAPS AULENTUATED BY THE ALL BLACK PRIMARIES . 1S cOLot
ATION WS VISIBLE. o BOTH UPFER- ANYD UNDERUING. S\WDES. ~[HE.
SELONDARIES HAD A DARIC BAMY 0R BAR. EXTENY ACROSS THE




G
BIRD'S DESCRLIPTION), coNT.
LENATH OF THEZ WING TO THE PRIMARIES, WITH A WHITE TRAILING
EDAE. . [HE MIDWING AREAR WRS A SOOTY - 4RAY , MATZHING THE
COLDR- OF THE. SCAPULARS AND MANTLE . |HE. LESLER A MEDIR
COVERTS WEREZ. A LUGHT 4/ BROWKRD 4RSUNYY ITH DARKC BROWN
SPOTNING 0%~ MOTTLINA . | HESE. DETARILS WERE. CLERRLH \/'L‘;)lGL«E.
WHILE- THE BIRO WAS 1N FLIAHT:  [HE RUMP WAS WHITE. | CON-
TRASTING WITH THE PALE arAM TRIL-. HE TRIL RLSO HAD R
COMPLETE. WIDE- DA TERMINAL BAND.

ELIMINATE. SIMILAR. APPEARING, SPECLES, onT.

PLUMALE. [HlS PLUMAGE 1S HELD o) TleanicLiN's Berdesi)
AVMIST A Feerure | w0 o) LARVGHWG seTWEESR) JuLy
m0 RPRIL. . WHILE. THIS 15 APPROXIMKTE. | GRANT CAUTIONS

" hovERY Frw FLesT WiINTERS ( TRANKLIN'S GULLY) Do NoT
HAVE. K COMPLETE. MOULT TO FIRST SUMMER. |, INSTERD HAING AN
ARRESTZEO MOULT 1IN WHICH oMLY A VARIRBLE. NUMBER. oF INNER.
PRAMARIES ALE. RENBUWEZD AN JUVEBNILE. OUTRE. FRIMGHRIES ARE.
RETAINED . BVER WiTH THRT 1IN MIND | THERE. ARE. OTHEIR.
SUBSTANTIAL. DIFFRRENCES BEMOND POSSIBLE. ARERCANT ™
RAMARY COLORATION.  [HELT 1S5 A DISTIANCT DIFFERENCE. ()
s1Ze. A coufLe DRvs LATRE. WHILE 10 Geand Juncrion) | T
WAS RBLE TO (OMPREE. STHNDING RING BILLED GULLS WiThH
COMPANLON  FRANKLIN'G Gulls . LOmiouT QUESTION) The. RiNg:
BILLeD S WERE NOTIEABL LARLER. LM SATISE ED ME-
WITH MY COMPAR1GON oF THE [AVAMNG T THE RING -BlLLED.
THeeE ARE oTHEE- TNZZ DIFFERENES RS WELL-. The LA
ING QUL 15 LONGER- LEWED THAN FrankunN's | wWiTH THe




®

PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED 4ANGLH APPEARANCE. . Oh) K FreaicLi |
THE BILL 19 NOTICEADLY SHORTRR- AND THINNER.  ESPECIAUM |

EUMINATE SIMILAR- APPERRING, SPELES , (ONT.

WHEN coMPARING,. wiTH BiNg BlugO. OTHER. FLELD MALKS

MISSING O A FIRST. SUMMER- FRANIKLIN'SG ARE. THE. SEONDRP- |

BARE. O THE WING |, ANO THE. WIDE. DA TERMUWAL BARND o)
e TriL - e FeanikaunN's Does wdve BOTH of THE FELD

MARES 1 FLRST WINTERA PLUOMRGE | THEM REE- NOT RS E}QEMSWE%
AS 00 A LAUGKING . THE SECoMORRY BRI DOES 130T IBYEN0 INTC |
THE PRIMPRIES. " [HE TRIL BAND DOES NOT EXTENC TO THE OUTER |

EDLES OF THE ReTRIES . R FlesT summer. Frarkcun's QUL
WOULD BE MORE- LIKEL TO BE. CONEUSED WITH AR ADULT™
LAavariNe GulL . Hease reFerence QrANT, PaS ¢2-17
AN JCROFEMARND | LS 112~ 1.



