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Speciess_LAUGHING GULL ILaxus atricilla

(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name-use binamial)
Date(s): 5 May 1975 """ """ Time Bird Seens  4:00 PM o0 4:45 PM ‘
Locality: = on Sloan's. lake B _ :
Hearest Town: Denver Cowmnty: _W __Denver

Cther observers who independently identified this bird :
NAME ' ADDRESS TELEPHONE
—sohn. & Joyce Cooper )

Optical Equipment: Swift Telemaster 15-60X Zoomscope
If photographed, type of equipment used:
Light Conditians: _ Low from behind (excellent)

Distance from bird (how measured): estimated 1OOyards
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Number of Birds Seen:__one Sex:__ Unk Plumage:__adult- nuptual

Describe the bird's overall behavior and demeanor:
Seen perched only. It was sitting with Bonaparte's Gulls and

Forster's Terns on the west end of the island on Sloanb Lake.
While perched it appearéd large and dark mantled. The bill also

was rather long. Finally it stretched its wing fully exposing both
Jupper and lower surfaces which were uniformly dark.
Describe fn great detail the bird's size, oversll shape, fmge and color-pattern,
Include details on shape of bill, wings and tail, Give patgm_ar emphasis to the marks
you used to identify the bird, Reference to its resemblance in field guide descriptions -
is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:
It was a typical adult with full dark hood. The wing surfaces

were dark from body to tip, unlike Franklin's Gull in both
pattern and coloration. The bill was also longer and deeper
than Franklin’s Gull.
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Describe the bird!s song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e,, from
perch, in flight, etc;

Pescribe the habitat in which you observed this bird:
Rocky shore

How were similarly appearing species eliminated?
By wing pattern, color and size.

Frior experience with this and similarly appearing speciess
Laughing Gull- Coastal Mexico,Texas,California.
Franklin's Gull Coastal Texas, California, and Colorado

Hemprich's Gull- Red Sea- none.

Books, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influence this documentation?
None

This report was written from notes made during a.fter observation; from memory -
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Gecplid T/5/75

1041 Field St.
Lakewood, Colo. 80215

May 6, 1975

MEMORANDUM
To: Jack Reddall, Chairman, CFO Rare Bird Committee
From: John R. Cooper

Subject: Laughing Gull reported May 5, 1976 by Bruce Webb
at SloansLake

After learning of the above report, Joyce and I
visited Sloans Lake at 7:15 AM MDT May 6, 1975. We found
one fulIlplumaged adult Laughing Gull, both in flight and
perched”with 8 or 10 Bonaparte's Gulls. The Laughing Gull
“was much larger than the Bonaparte's, with distinectly
darker mantle, much darker red legs, and a dark-red bill.
We were fortunate to get an unusually good view of the
upper surface of the Laughing Gull's wings, both in flight
and when it held its wings straight up briefly on alighting.
The wings blended imperceptibly with the dark-gray back
and became increasingly dark toward the tip; the only white
was in a narrow band along the trailing edge. Our excellent
view of the wing is the chief reason for this memo
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Species: quﬁh-m} Gull I Larus wrhcapiiva
(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name-use binomial)
Date(s):___ @ May 1975 Time Bird Seen: 1000 ___to . 10IS _—
I'ocality'z Sloan's Lale zs.
Nearest Towns.__tafewocd County s _ JeSferson . |
Other observers who identified this bird:
NAME ADDRESS TELEPIO:!
Midred Snyder S,
TJohn and Toyce Cooper e
Brace webb (Cgoad 4o b{’d\l
Q)tical EQ‘LI:I'.pmen‘t: 15 *@0C _scope
Light Conditicns: go0d = difFuss Sanlunt  backlish¥ing
Distance from Bird (how neasured):_= 390 yds (guess)
Number Of Bil‘ds SCen: 1 se.x:__blﬂ\”'!own leage: Wd41+=bue¢1!q¢. . o

Overall Appearance and Size:__LMe a FiaaMla, Gull  but immedialely Seon do differ @ hawras lomser winge .
and_\araer Yody size.

Detailed Descfip‘tion (describe only what was actually observed in the field):
Bill (shape and color):_het ceitain_ - locHed dal

Legs (shape and color):_oranse-red sl N
Crown and Foreneads_ blah (bt not as bladl as Fraatliints) _Eye (color):

Nape s _blach Cupper) - -shiie (lover e . .Taces:. blach <ih _parkial uhile eqo-Tung _Throat: blacdsh
Breast and Sidess_wwie _ . R R B e
Belly and Flanks:_ _whie o

Undertail Coverts:_whie
Back: while (manHe da th
"ﬁngS'_.dﬂ'” _grn;_ becoming blacish an tips - dhsd.lnkl}( ng trace of White aayohee except aloag trailing edse .

Undervings:__sams Cngt rmambeced) e —— :
Rum:__whie Uppertail Coverts: _.ehde ;

Upper Side of Tail:_whie
Under Side of Tail:_Cnot sesn)

Sha‘:)e of Tail:__ LHe FraMlas -
Voice:__ nor head - -
BC’hf.{ViOI‘ : M“(’h =dge of \‘5’]‘1‘!&; rest.ng  on reckds o

Habitc.t . reservoin

Prior E}q)crlence with this e(;le:,- Nundreds seredl times at  Salten Ses, Col€., ve.y €emilian oy
Franl)als *

How Were Similarly Appearing Species Eliminated?. _8ladt head elimmnales all but FraaMids, orspariel,
Blach-headed, and LiHe , none of qh.th_...hg_-g___glll_j:-_lf[_guegu_ilnﬁ _and _all 0f wmih e smaller,  Thee ﬁ__m Fraalia
and Fie  Borgparlels arouad the sland  §o. d"'ﬂt_.fv'np.“_';sm .

This Report was -.ra.tten From: Not(,s nade durlnb af'ter Z observation; Memory
. 1/ - )
Slgned: f% j‘%ém S-Lrect !\ddv\e S Museum of Uerlebrrde Zoology _gn_w of Cal,f-
we Prcpzmed:__@ 14,1975 Town and Staic __Bedeley CA 2IP M2
1 120
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