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2358 S. Fillmore
Denver, Co. 80210
Nov. 17, 1990

Official Records Committee
¢/o Zoological Collections
DMNH

City Park

Denver, Co. 80205

To Whomever Concerned:

At approximately 1:50 P.M. on Nov. 17, 1990, while
viewing a flock of gulls on a mud spit from about
50-75 yards away on a hillside at Frairie Loop Drive,
Cherry Creek Reservoir, Randy Lentz fiest spotted a
gull that appeared different.

The gull was standing next to a Ringbill and a

California Gull. The gull was approximately 15-20%

larger than the California,. With the sun being behind us,
we were able to see that the gull was noticeably darker
gray shaded than the California and significantly darker
than the Ringbill. Although there wasn't a Franklin Gull
present, I felt the contrast difference between this gull
and a Franklin to the California and Ringbill would have
been about the same. *“he white tertial tips and two white
spots on the lower back or inside scapular region (?)

were very noticeable against the dark gray back. The bill
was yellow with a large red spot on distal portion of
lower mandible. The nostril was elongated and quite
noticeable, particularly when compared to the California.
and on highpower of the Questar, one could actually see
through the nostril. It was difficult to determine if
there was a gonys angle. The lower edge of lower mandible
appeared about the same as the California's. The head
seemed average sized, being flat of crown and moderately
"winter-streaked". The eye appeared whitish-yellow, dark
pupiled. The legs were yellow. At approximately 2:10 P.M.
the bird flew in a northwardly direction, and we had a
quick glimpse of upper wing; what was immediately notice-
able was a white trailing edge to upper wing. When it
took off, it flew behind some trees. I thought I detected



some white in upper outer wing section. Randy didn't.
The bird returned at 2:35 P.M., where Joe Roller was
also then able to see bird. All of the above seems
quite suggestive of the Lesser Black-backed Gull in
adult plumage. Participants: Eob Righter, Randy
Lentz, Glenn Hageman, Joe Roller.
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