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Locality: United States Air Force Academy
Nearest Town:Colorado Springs
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Speciess MOURNING WARBIER | ]/ Oporornis philadelphia _
(‘ (Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name-use binomial)
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Locality: United States Air Force Academy .~

Nearest Town: colorado oprings B Coumty: oL £aso
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Other observers who independently identified this bird:

NAME ADDRESS %fmﬂ%mmE
.Deve A. Griffiths 27 Amherst, Apt 8, Pueblo, CO 81005 561-225
Carolyn Griffiths seme &8 above

Allegre Collister, Micki Wellace, Camille Cummings, ELVE FoX
Optical Equipment: Leitz binoculer 8 X 40

s If photographed, type of equipment used:
.+~ Light Conditions:__open shade
Distance from bird (how measured): 10 ft to 25 ft (estimeted)
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Number of Birds Seen:one Sex:___male Plumage: Breeding

Describe the bird's overall behavior and demeanor:

Bird wes fairly tame--searching emong leaves and breanches for
insects. ©Search for fopd was cerrled out In rapid, systematic
menner. The bird would move along & branch inspecting the leaves
and stem and move one to another branch. It did not appeer to be
overly concerned with the presence of the people.

Describe in great detail the bird's size, overall shape, plumage and color-pattern,
Include details on shape of bill, wings and tail, Give paticular emphasis to the marks
you used to identify the bird, Reference to ils resemblence in field guide descriptions

is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:
The first reazction wes thet the bird wes a MacGillivray's

warbler, but it was soon observed thet there wegs mro hint of en

eye ring. The bird hed e derk grey heed end neck which transitioned
into & very derk, black or almost blaeck, chest. The breast was
quite yellow, especlally st the juncture of the derk chest. There
wes no indicetion of eny wing bers present.
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Describe the bird's song or call, if heard inclﬁdin
g method of delive i.e., from
perch, in flight, etc: Cannot recall,any. b ’

Deseribe the habitat in which you observed this bird: ,
Along creek bed of West Monument Creek. Bird wes not elong .“(j
streem proper, but in smell revine which wee once probably pert
of mein stresm bed. There is small amount of wster in revine
with growth of willows and cet tails. Neerby trees include cotton
woods end pondeross pine.
How were similarly appearing species eliminated?
No sign of eye ring es with the MecGillvrey's werbler. Bird
seemingly much darker in lower chest ares.

Prior experience with this and similarly appearing speciess

Heve seen MecGillvray's werblers in Coloredo end Mourning
werblers in Massachusetts and New Hempshire.

Bocks, illustrations and advice consulied ang how did these influence this documentation?

Birds of North America} (Robbins, Bruun, Zim, end Singer) end
A Fileld Guide to the Western Birds (Peterson) consulted during end
immedistely after observation.
This report was written from notes made during
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President, Colorado Field Ornithologists
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