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COLORADO RARE BIRD REPORT
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL  (Larus marinus) A

Location: Pueblo Reservoir, Pueblo, Pueblo County, Colorado
Date:  March 14 - April 20, 1993

Selting:

Brandon Percival and | discovered this bird on the tires at the south marina at Pueblo Res. at about 9:00 a.m. on March 14, 1993. We
observed the bird for about an hour and a half and then left to check reference books. We retumed and observed it for an additional
hour. | saw this individual later that aftemoon and again on approximately 15 other occasions through April 20th. It was very reliable and
could usually be found standing or sitting on the tires in the marina. | also observed it several times in flight and floating on the water. |
saw it from distances as close at 50 yards and from as far as 1/2 mile when it was well out in the lake. This bird was also seen by Van
Truan, David Silverman and Dave Johnson and others here in Pueblo. Some other birders who saw it were Duane Nelson, Dick
Schottler, Joe Roller, Paul Lehman, Shawneen Finnegan, Claudia Wilds, Gerald Maisel, Blake Maybank and Amold Small. We all had
ample opportunity to observe the bird under a variety of conditions and distances and it was photographed by Joe Roller. | watched it
with my scope (Kowa 20-60X) and binoculars. It usually was in loose association with Herring, Califomia and Ring-billed Gulls. It easily
won occasional disputes with these smaller gulls and | once saw it peck at a Herring Gull and cause it to disgorge some food which the
Black-backed Gull ate.

Description: (I saw this bird on many occasions. This description is taken from field notes on the original day of observation, March 14.)
The bird was in first winter plumage. It was about 30" long, appearing to be about 2° longer than, and bulkier than, nearby Herring Gulls,
and much larger than Ring-billed Gulls. In direct comparison to a first year Heming Gull it had a larger and thicker bill, a more angular
and blocky (double-peaked) head, was whiter overall with a nearly white head, more checkered upperparts and wing coverts of a colder
grey color. This bird had a massive, hooked black bill. At close range it could be seen to have a vaguely pinker or lighter edge to the
base of the lower mandible. Legs were thicker and longer than a Herring Gull but were about the same color of pale pink. The eye was
dark. The bird was large and bulky overall; the wings extended to about 1 1/2" beyond the tail. The bird gave an overall whitish
appearance when compared to all other immature gulls that were present. The head was white with faint black smudges, especially in
front of the eye, through the eye, the auriculars, the crown and the hindneck. The smudging gave a "black-eye” look fo the face. There
was a narow white feather border around the lower rim of the eye. The neck was mostly white and the white continued through the
undersides. There was indistinct blackish flecking to the breast (especially the sides) and the flanks. The back was a medium cold
brownish-grey. The greater and lesser coverts were boldly checked, the scapulars less so. The folded secondaries were dark brownish
with broad whitish fringes. The primaries were blackish. The lower back and rump were white with small flecks of black at the margins.
In flight the bird was more boldly marked than other immature gulls - being two-toned: white head, blackish back and wings, white rump
and upper tail, blackish tail band. The black terminal band to the tail was about about 1 1/2" in extent and rather sharply contrasting with
the white base and tail. There were indistinct and small black mottles and specks on the white part of the tail and the white rump. The
wings in flight were black, finely checkered with white and with darker primaries and secondaries.

Similar Species:
The large size, in direct comparison with Herring Gull rules out most gulls. This bird was longer and thicker-legged, whiter and thicker
billed than the Herring Gull (also see other points in description above). Califomia Guill is smaller, much darker and has a two-toned bill.
Glaucous and Thayer's gulls would never have this dark a back, and Glaucous has a two-toned bill. Slaty-backed Gull would be much
lighter overall, would have much lighter flight feathers. Lesser Black-backed Gull is smaller, has less bulky bill. Western and Yellow-
footed gulls would be darker, might show grey feathers in back, and lack a black tail band.

| have seen many Great Black-backed, Westem, Yellow-footed and Herring gulls. | have seen one previous Great Black-backed Gull in
Colorado.

This report was prepared from notes made at the time of observation.

Made

Mark Janos
10 Sedum Ct.
Pueblo, CO 81001
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DOCUMENTATION OF LATILONG PAPZ BIRD SIGHTING 7 3-95 |
FOR
THE COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS' RECORDS A
Species: gt Blocw bocued) Gl - becus Mmaclus
(Vernacular nane) (scientific name)

If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of your
observations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual, and would
like to share this with others, a written description is essential. Compilers of
regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifically sound; future
bird students--those studying occurrences 50 years from now--must have a written
gecord on which to depend. By providing the verifying written description, you
aze employing a basic rule of the scientific method.

¥e recognize that experienced field observers can provide important and

reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifyinrg description. Thus

shis request is an affort to narpetuate your record by obtaining concrete evidence
vhich may be permanently preserved for examsination by others in the future. This
procedure is required for every excraordinary cbservaticn, irraspective of

the cbserver.

M

G C
Date (s): fL" March ) ’,?‘3 Time Bird Seen: 3fM _"to 4Pm
Locality: South side mcw‘t'r\q - Pucekble Reservoir R

P‘ufnl%—i- Pueble € Ouvipty CoOlprad?

“Nearest wh, Coun S_Eﬂ_ pEmEmmE ..
Optical equipment: Sioi £ T Spotting Scope IS-4DX zoom [ens
1¢ photographed, flense erclose copy. Equipment used: - e -

o 3

Mmber of birds seen: | sex: : Plumage: <+ Winder _
Light conditions: Géod

pDistance from bird, and how measured: [ R 5 Y« s estimat el

Descride the bird's overall bechavior:
This bird Sat oo

tices s ed’ 'C‘O T b rea e te s | I + G‘plc.{; :rpl’-.'
vnee )
J

lend 1A T Foded o .
. he Lvater : f ‘.-c,-{u’_n el ";_D tthe Tires
T wes |ast -t MNea q9:
. [as refo ccf J&H{j. b_‘j
Bf‘a/\opon Par-c’luaf v Van Trua
Describe the habitat in which you observed the bird:

Maring I‘, bowt docx o+ Jarﬂc reservoir

Other cbservers who independently {dentified this bird (Please list name and address):

B ired Founct bu‘ Merk 3-“”0.5 1M Seclaon - ﬂ,(_é)-f_&o : 6(:»:1)(:!\ R'rcu,w,f sf'ifbmffﬂa;g;
B:b Dic ¢son “J_s;'g_v..ttq Pueblo (‘Q_._-___D_‘-,_u_@guq 1920 Greeawaocd Pueblo CO
Van Truwn LA Lu‘ﬁ_ Pocble (> + mang oTher o bservers

i —



Des=rabe in grea: detail trne dird wnich you saW., EImpnasize particularly therticic

parks used to idernu:fy the bird, but include a complete description of the bird.

Include gize, overall shape, plumage and color pattern; details on shape or size of bill,
wings, and tail. (Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions is not
enough.) Describe what you actually saw in the field.
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Describe the ird's calls or sounds, if heard; including method of delivery--
i.e., from perch, in flight, etc.: !
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Return Form To: CFO Records Committee
c/o Curator - Dept. of Zcological Collections

Denver Museum of Natural History

N City Park
Denver, CO B0205




