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Species: Brant (Branta bernicla nigricans)

Date: 18 Jan 2001 Number seen: one Sex: unknown Plumage: adult
Locality: West Greeley Lake Elevation: 4663 feet
Nearest town: Greeley County: Weld

Time observed: just prior to sunset

Duration of observation: approximately 15 minutes

Description:

The Brant flew in with a small group of Canada Geese (Branta canadensis) just prior to sunset.
Overall body size was slightly smaller than several Lesser Canada Geese (B. c. parvipes) in
immediate proximity. It had a medium-length, dark bill. The upperparts were sooty-black, except for a
large, white (streaked with some black) triangle-shaped patch on either side of its neck and white
tipping to the wing coverts. The neck, chest, were also blackish extending down to its belly, but
becoming more diffuse with white as it neared the lower belly. The vent area was pure white
extending up its flanks and onto the rump (white U-shaped rump seen in flight). The outer tail feathers

were black. The sides had large black and white mottled patches. The eyes were dark. | did not note
leg color.

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery (i.e. from perch, in
flight, duration): None heard.



What is your prior experience with this and similarly-appearing species? | have seen hundreds
of Black Brant while living in northern California.

Light conditions: poor light with sun already set behind me.

Optical equipment used: Zeiss 7x42 binoculars

Distance, and how estimated: 20-50 meters (it's a small city park pond)

Other observers who saw the bird with you: none

Other observers who saw the bird independently: Dick Maxwell, Peter Gent, Steve Messick

If photographed, type of equipment and film: photo by S. Messick appeared in North American
Birds Vol. 55, no. 2, page 201.

List books, illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consuited and how this influenced your
identification:

a) at time of observation: none b) after observation: none

Reporting observer: Doug Faulkner Signature: bﬁfj j;wﬂgm

Address: Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory, 14500 Lark Bunting Lane, Brighton, CO 80601

Date report was written: 28 January 2002
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