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Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary.

Species: Black Scoter |  Melanitta nigra

(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name)
Date(s): 30 Cetcher 1077
Number of birds seen: One Sex:  Male Plumage: _Adult-alternate
Locality: Fairmouni Laice Elevation: .
Nearest town: Denver County: Arapahoe

Time(s) observed: 0700-073C

-+

Duration of observation (e.g. 1 sec., 5 min., etc.) Continonusly far at. inn

Othextgagarvers who saw the bird with you (give names, addresses, telephone numbers):

Other observers who saw the bird independently (give names, addresses, telephone numbers):
Judy Ward found it; probably a number of others also saw it(John and Joyce Cooper and

Mildred Snyder according to Lark Bunting, Vol., 13, No, 2-November 1977)
Lxght conditions (positiocon of blrd to light "and shade, direction and strength of light):

Perfect—-sun shinine brisht tly on bi rd frr«m_r-lr__c"f'lv hohind ahgerver

Optical equipment use® (e.g. power, types):_ 15-60X Zoom telescope

Distance, and how measured: !Minimum estimated distance-several hundred feedl

If photographed, type of equipment and £ilm:

Who else photographed the bird?
Describe the bird's behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in identifying):

Swimming and actively diving(I timed a total of 20 dives, which averages 31.5 seconds)

Describe in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern.
Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give paxticular emphasis to marks you used
to identify the bird. Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions and illus-
trations is not enough. Describe only what you actually observed in the field:

Medigm-sized duck, rather chunky with a stocky neck and large head. Plumage entirely
black; large orange-yellow caruncle on the base of the upper mandible.
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Description, (continued)

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery, (i.e. from
perch, in flight, duration):

Nene.,

Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird:
Small reservoir in a mixed suburban-agricultural area.

How did you eliminate similarly appearing species? 3
Nothing else even remotely resembles it; absolutely unmistakable.

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species?

I have observed Black Scoters several times pr@viously In Colorado-all were females or
immatures however, I have observed adult males in Califcorria though.

List books, illustrations, recordings, other bhirders, etc. consulted and how this
influenced your iden“ification:

a) at time of observation: None needec.
b) after observation:

This report was written from notes made during_ X , after observation; from memory .

Date and time report was written: 8 Januarv 1978

Reporting observer: Rchert Andrews Signature: fﬁﬁbtﬂ“ {ZLAiiﬁuksf
1390 So, Ivy Way, Denver, Colcrado 80224

Address:

All reports will be maintained permanently at the address below.

Return to: CURATOR, DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS
DENVER MUJSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY,
CITY PARK
DENVER, COLORADO 80205



