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. COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS - SIGHT RECORD FORM

NEW STATE RECORD .| | UNUSUAL RECORD |1
Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary. T,
Species: Least Tern Sterna._antillarum

(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name)

Date(s): 30 APRIL 1995
Number of birds seen: l Sex: _UNKNowN Plumage: Rreedi nq‘
Locality: _ConFluence PcurK. _ l_ﬂ%hnc: IS Elevation: __Srte-e 49490 £+
Nearest town: DELTA = ¢ A L W) County: - DELTA . e
Time(s) observed: 115 - 1.45 an-d. qc};w\ at §25 oo - '_IL: o) ‘

Duration of observation (e.g. 1 sec., 5 min., etc.): Prola«{blui 2 dibtferent lOminube intervals

Other observers who saw the bird with you (give names, addresses, telephone numbers):
Rich Levad '
2924 Ronda Lee Rd.
Grand Tetrco -850 s
B3 - 242 - 3974 :
Other observers who saw the bird independently:(give names, addresses, telephone numbers): -

~ Light conditions (position of bird to light and shade, direction and strength of light):
 Bird ‘Novva of, obsay vation Po‘ud’ , O‘_VQ,r casyt S_K\_i ‘ U

Optical equipment used (e.g. POWET, types): _PehiAX 7%50 Binocular & BauschBloms 45 X (o =15  Scope

Distance, and how measured: _ 50 yds Estimated |, VERY close

If photographed, type of equipment and film:

Who else photographed the bird?

Describe the bird’s behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in identifying): ora N,
The Waathey was Stovrmiy , winds Strong & qv . The bird faced inato Hae Bind while on Hae sar

whun b_o%v.vo_d b\\ ducks | lifted offan sand and rUsettidd a Sew Hmas. While ?ucb\td on a
SN4q Wikh quils & othar fern vhe ind Sonlinnes preened it's wings.

Describe in detail the bird’s relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern. Include details of bill,
wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks you used to identify the bird. Reference to its

:semblance to field guide descriptions and illustrations is not enough. Describe only what you actually
Jbserved in the field:

The bird purched on a log with | Ring-hilled Gull , | CAlikoraia GU(, and | Forester's TERN- The bird:
Finy next to the Qulls and Much SMalIEr than the FORESTERS TERN. The Foirvh.d narrgw bill stendey
rounded biq bluntbiiled Ba[ul(s NeAvby.

This TERN WAS SMAIIER Than (much) Hhe ForestEr's TERN. The bill WAs thin And VERY
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Description  (continued): t{EHow in Color. A notakle black 'HP could be seen O‘T\HLL-
and of the bill. Theve was aq white Cap (n front of Hie bill or a small wh:

area above the bill inside Q black CqPPZd head. When the bird Floshed
the +ips of the Wings and Hae ovtside zdge were dark +o black ,Fhe back

and W‘”ﬁs a4 SmootH- s/ g fant éch.I- The tail was Forked,

e\

Describe the bird’s song and call, if given, including method of delivery, (i.e. from perch, in flight,
duration): ' d

Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird:

Confluence Park i a C;'h‘ Park in Hae town of Delta, Gor\uerh..é SFUEKPOV\O\S neay Yae Gunnis
Rwar. This open water area Catches- many miqrants. Twhe bird Pq_vc,ch[ on «a vuv.l
small Sandbar and also on a half sob mw,juq snaoj in e P°_4J_

How did you eliminate similarly appearing species? A Fovester's TERR is ~V 14 ~(S inches . LEAST TERR |
N Qinches. 91ty Hhe winter plumaqed black tern would be Similqrin Size. ThEE blackn
has a black b;l(' ;WCOMPM;{-( E‘(,{glihz & no blace wzéﬁCS on win.css.

NO OTHER TERMSHAVE THE BRIGHT YiEtiow bill this biyd shoewed.

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species?
Have never observed +wis species in Colorado. Haua Seen “Hals

SPe.ch_s Many times ond ot close r““‘\t on beaches o Flovida
Coasts-

List books, illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this influenced your identification:

First T observed kirds and than toek note of as Many charact

a) at time of observation: g4 POSsible. Then Consulted Frlald Guide +o +the Bivds oF Nevth Amc
b) after observation: Retured to “Colovado Rirds ™ R.Andruws BR.Riqhttr 4o cletermine status
of Bird & 5 repart Shoeld We writken.

- IR e

This report was written froin reports made during \/ , after observation _ from memory

Date and time report was written: (6230 [ MAY 1995
Reporting observer: Kim M. PotteER Signature: 7/%—,1 /‘/@&’E/
Address: 440 East 7™ s+.

R.‘,Ha, Co 3(.650
Q70 -625- 373

Return to:

Bill Prather g

C.F.O. Official Records Committee
13810 WCR'1- ' :
Longmont, Colorado 80504
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