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Epclosad 12 5 regort and ghatograpns ~f a Brown Felican
obssrved at &ﬁﬁﬂr% Deearvailr on 1 Julv 1991, 1 had heard about
this speciss beimg ssen at Chatfielo Focarvoir prior to my obser—
vatiosn and anothers rzocrt from Bas-o Lake about tha same time as
;v ohssrvaticn, Hould wou pleass pravide some feadback concerning
the other records such 25 plumages and number seen. I am veary
‘nte*ested as +o whv these birds staged a "mini—invasion” intc
Colorade this summsr., If 1 was to predict the plumage of a Brown
PFalican In Colorz T would have guessed juvenile or first year
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The 1 dual chz=arved was in an "adult"—-type plum-—
age. termed Post 1~ feseding bv Mational Geographic Guride. I am
interecsted 14 the other individuals abserved this sunmer .

The slides 17 “md wihh the rapart are duplicates. If the
original slidss ar2 ceadged Dy The ComMITLIAER, 562 let me know and
I wiil oo whasr I oan
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Enjoyv the falil mtgra e B

Laurens Halsey
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Gp=ci2s:  Brown Pelican 'Fale-amgs mccidanrcalis.
Mumpar “=ant One -= 1 lndet=rmined
Data 1 Julvy 1991 Fina ==@n: 11:60-13:10

3 el St ' = e DT 0d Aboul seventy minutes between first
discavering tha bird and when I laft the locaticn., Several
minutes {(uc ko ten total: the bird was net 1nsight due ko
~bserver sehbtiag up scope and camera. viewing other species or
driving to bestar vantage poinks,

5 : ~ouise2 Rsstor (zsame address) — nowica bicder but
familar with tha sgeciss (and Sm. White Pa2lizans) T-om tha Tenras
~ !:-

i _ ;
LLOTE TaamiTiocsr Late acvaingfzarly atiarncon sun. slightly
benind sbserver throaughout obsarvation period but nearly

ocvarheaad.

Bisrarza from 2o-dy Estimated. 1SO0-300 meters.

Cotical E tomanty 1

-

i : 1 Ixa= Bl Elites. 25x Bushnell Spotting Scopa.
photographad with Canon AE-1 mated to &00mm/F4.5 Canon lens
{Kodachrome 200)

- % Manwy ohaotographs we e fTaken o this bivrd.
cuolicaszss of  thrze will b2 submittsg with this record  and Lo
rzgional 2ditor of American Birds, s

5
"EACLLaT. - dsEnerals mountain resarvoilr g

D dame tPiE large reservoir surrounded by sharkt grass

high altitude prairie. limited audflats/sandbars. no trees

bordaring resarvoir.

Eenhasior: First observed the bird sitking/swimming about 20O
meters from nearest shore. There appeared to be no association
between this bird and nearby American White Pelicans. The nearest
White Pelican flushed from a small fishing boat while the Brown
Pelican ignored both the boat and the White Pelicans. Later a
fishing boat traveling at high speeds flushed the Brown Felican.
This bird flew and scared for several minutes (about 4 minutes)
with other White Pelicans. €California Gulls and Double—crested
Cormorants. In flight, the. Brown Pelican’s wing strokes were
strong and heavy. When scaring. this bird reached an estimated
altitude above the water of &80—-70 meters. The Brown FPelican
landed ocn the water several hundred meters away from other birds
and about 70 m=2ters from the reservoir’s dam. The bird appesared
alert. buft nc% searching foar food 1n a mamer typical of my
observations aof this species alcong coastal Texas. After about ten
minutes (during which [ had gotten both camera and scope setuo).,
the Brown Pelican flew (nat flushed: to the area where I first
observed 1t. This time there were several Am. White Felican wvery
close by but the Brown Felican did not appear to be associating
with them. After several minutes. [ observed the Brown FPelican
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leap from the water, landing about 1-2 meters away. Ihe landing
appeared to be a shallow dive and the pelican appeared with a
medium size fish. The fish was promptly swallowed. This feeding
technique was similar toc that of a white Pelican. but I have
never before chserved a Brown Pslican perform it. This technigue
mav be what is described as "dipg bill® 1n Harrison s Seabirds.
The Brown Pelican remaired 10 the general vicinity for several
mnre @minutes before flving off to ancther secticon of the reser-
voir. very closs to the boat landing (southeast cormer’). The bird
nevad arnund to several portions of the reservoilr. staving at
sach locaticn genarally arcund five minutes. Evasntually the Brown

Felic lamdad near a =mall island on the soutn =122 of the
-me=prvolr 10 shallow water. Tha bivd preened while standing 1N
the shallow watar and then moved onto the shore of 4the island.
Thers were several other birds at this par: ot the i1sland., White
Fmlrian (2}, Doubls—crestad Cormovant = arnd saveral Great Blue
Hersn. My last cbservation of the Erown Felican was of 1t stand-
iy on the beach on the ijsland with the «“hite Felicans (other

) L
species Tiushed as I approached £S5 Save @y final pictures).

mor iphrong
Shape and size distinctive, large bill with extended
iy large and broad wings and averall large siza. Large
ightly smaller than American White Pelicans (ocbserved

rowimitv) . Shape and proportilons very similar to Am.
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_ adult plunaga. I raferenced NGS Guide

1 5 hoping t= be able to accurately age this
1. h "chick-feading adult" apposite pags 40
evy azsls mat individual [ abserved. The foracrown,
~rowne. face. Teathered portions of the thrcoat and sides of the
neck wers white with a slight yellowish tinge to the forecrawn.

The bhack of the head and neck were dark chestnut colored. The
upper body and upper-wing coveris were brownish with " white or
gray tipped feathers. The upper surface of the flight feathers
were dark brown, no flecking of whitish. Underparts were dark
brown, helly appeared to be paler than rest of underparts.

SOFT FARTS: Upper mandible appeared grayish brown. lower mand-—
ible and poach appeared dark brown. Legs color not observed 1in
field but appear dark in photographs.

Jolces None heard.

Similar Species: American White Pelican in shape and size only. .
plumage very distinctive of Brown Pelican. This bird was
immediately identified as a Brown Pelican, though shocked as 1
was to find this species in the mountains of Colerado. I have
much experience with this species in Texas and scuthern Cali-
fornia (Salton Sea and San Dieqa) and Am. White Felicans ( in
Colorado, Texas and Californmial.
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Referancae Materisa.: Referenced National Geographic "Field Guide
to the BIRDS of North America”™ (1st edition) during the
chservation to determine age. and "SEABIRDS an Identification
Guide"™ after the observation again to determine age of ,the bird.

Date of this ressrts S August (991 20:15
Written sphos recordedr: Written notes recorded a%t the  time
chservation included details of plumage. b shavior section written

Trom memory.

had hops2d to be abls to age this b
+

I
Nave . but my thsoryv 1s Lthat
197

g entlvy Hhis = . ture butb
a moo—bhresding bivd. Unfcrtdnafeiw referencs materi1al available
o mvse | ¥ aoes ne% describe the plumage of th2 individual that I
cbser ved any betiery than "chig V—*me g agult®, Obviously there
were o chicks present. My guess iz that this individual will
reach full maturity the following sepring (1992 and that this was
a2 ingdividual which was near put not af ful maturity. 1 will
H

11
aser interest at individual plumsge characteristics of
Hrcwn Fzlican along ths Ts:as coast,

Signatura W ﬁ ﬂ . Dares f %arfﬁﬂ_{"_
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APPENDIX III CFO-ORC FILE #___3;_6“‘7
COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS - SIGHT RECORD FORM .
NEW STATE RECORD S¢7 ?  UNUSUAL RECORD /7 A
Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary.

Species: GRowWN PEL."C»‘JN ! Feleconus acc;'a/c:m‘l(a/i.s

(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name)

pate(s M,_m_@,g,zuﬂ,ﬂmm%mg&@.

Number of birds seen: _©  Plumage:

Latilong: / 8 Distribution Code: Acc. Habitat Code: L

Locality: ANTEFZO KEseR VoI R Elevation:

Nearest town: HaRTsEL County: _f:,"qu{('
Time(s) observed: 2 S x. Qoo a0 A-M,

Duration of observation (e.g. 1 sec., 5 min., etc.): SEVERAL MINUTES EACH.

Other observers who saw the bird with you (give names, addresses, telephone
numbers) :

Kon RYDER, Fr= CoLLiNs, 303-491-6547 .

JTitt DENNIS, FT: CoLiinN g, 303-484-283¢ [(Div. of Wildlie) .

Other observers who saw the bird independently (give names, addresses,
telephone numbers):

Uninowy .

Light COSldltlE)nS (position of bird to light and shade, direction and strength
of light

CLear DAY, Gopp LGHT (S'c'c: Phﬂ'/‘zsb '

Optical equipment used (e.g. power, types): 7x35 4 8xYypo EWACuLARS :

Distance and how measured: /5p0-200° A:n[)

MiNoLTA SLR 3Smm & Ej
If photographed, type of equipment and film: .3!;—M'T (gf mﬁ 23;‘0 s/2 -)('/m

Who else photographed the bird:

Describe the bird's behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in
identifying):
[.aaf/ en IS qng/ with wh {?f?c/ s e)/u-:n f[ =1 . Later seen

on 5’ en dater 4’ n s'fwrf — aqam Lot pcﬂmnsﬂ

Describe in detail the bird's relatlve size, overall shape, plumage and color
pattern. 1Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular
emphasis to marks you used to 1dent1fy the bird. Reference to its resemblance
to field guide descrlptmns and illustrations is not enough. Describe only
what you actually observed in the field:

77?}(5[ c/ané F /uch:r émun Cﬂér‘ mp Zerme Qd/mﬂ ang] gzln"[e

G"m !1«'3620/ /5:::‘. D;lo'llb\




Description (continued):

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery,
(i.e. from perch, in flight, duration):

Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird:
Fé}'r/}/ /ﬂrge‘i‘ 5/14//;4; reservoir. Iz lande ¢ SAarz:jr‘he
aé:yzwzd/.afrhain:cz;. /bz?ny’ C;;ﬂyibﬁtfﬂgg k&AIfé?se:vzzzus; & ormora

Pl‘«‘:.ﬂ:u .

How did you eliminate similarly appearing species?

\Pfﬁ@rmae ée:ﬁ;:g:n érxﬂ.}n £ wlm'-ﬁef jpeffccm.f (5 &éw'ﬂuf :

What is youf prior experience with this and similarly appearing species?

List books, illustration, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how
this influenced your identification:

a) At time of observation:

b) After observation:

This - report was written from reports made during
observation _\— , from memory (— A#f:hpfp;,

Date and time report was written: _Jgly 31, /99| , 320 P M.
L= /

Reporting observer: CHMCK LoEFFLER Signature:

Address: 2126 N. leber St C;(q.sf;.-,-ﬂjsr, (O Soip7

All reports will be maintained permanently at the address below:

, after

Return to: CURATOR, DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS
DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
CITY PARK
DENVER, CO 80205



