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Blue-throated Hummingbird

(Vernacular Name) (Scientific liame-use bincaial)
Date(s): July 390, 1977 Time Bird Seen:__doon.— ‘o
Locality: 3 miles West of Ridawgy at DRecker Ranch it
Nearesh Town: Ridgway Sounty: Quray

Other observers who indspendently identified this bird:

NAME ADDRESS TELIZHON:
" Cobicsd Equipnment: __ oeSmisimmandges NONE
If phobogrephed, type ol cquipmemt used: 1
ght Corngitions: ) bright shade
Distance from bird (how msasured): 5 feet
Mumber of Rirds Sczen: one 3ox. female  Plymaze:  adult

Describa the bird!'s overali bzhavior and demeanor:
four of us

Bird attendgd feeder for about 15 seconds as we/stood and talked
It did not perch. .

{9
de ils on shope of bill, wings end tail, Give paticular emphasis to ths marks
you wsed to identifyy the bird, Reference to its resemblance in Field guide descriptions
is not egcugh. Describe what you actualiy saw in the field:

-

We first noticed this bird by its size, larger than the Rufous, Broad-tailed,
and Black-chinneds which we had been observing at close range during the week.

This bird had a grayish-white breast and belly, with no rufous color.
The throat also was grayish-white, with no speckles or streaks of any kind,
unlike those on female and immature Broad-taileds and Rufous Hummingibrds.

It had a grayish-green back, | believe; however it faced us during the entire
time of observation so that we really did not examine the back.

The bird had a black eye stripe, with a white stripe over the eye. The
long dark beak, basically straight, seemed longer in proportion than the bills
on the other hummingbirds; this characteristic may have been accented because
the black eye Tine looked almost like a continuation of the bill.

The most notable characteristic was the black tail, conspicuous black tail,
with white tips on the iail feathsrs.



Describs the bind's song or call, if heard, including methed of deli ;
perch, in flight, etc g metned of delivery, i.e,, fron

The bird had a quiet flight, and made no sound.

Deseriba the havitet in wich you observed this bird:

Feeder at a ranch house. Habitat around the ranch house ig pasture with wiliow-lined
irrigation ditches; also a dry hillside with junipers;. as well as a few ranch
outbuildings.

Fow wers similarly sppeaning species eliminated?
A1l hummingbirds but Riveli's by size, eye striping, and lack of rufous or
any spotting on throat and breast.

Rivolits by black tasl and conspcious white tail feather tips.
and size of the Blue-throated

Hpbrids--this seemed to match the proper plumage/close enough to
foreclose its being a hyvbrid

Frior expesrience with th:s and similarly appearing spacies:
We spent the week looking at Rufous, Broad-tailed, and Black chinned (and, briefly
a Calliope), which | have also gEem inown for several years.
We have seen both big hummingbirds in Arizona.
We have also seen a handful of likely hybrids.
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Birds of North America, to confirm marks to separate Blue-throated and Rivoli's.
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PRNT NAME: Hugh Kingery SICNATURE: DATE: 8/6/77

Street Addresss 869 Milwaukee St.
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.Town and State; Denver Co 80206 ZIP;
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