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Exact location: Sﬁgtmac[\ Reserve'ir

County: Routt Nearest town: Oak Creek Elevation: 1500 &+,
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Was bird(s) photographed? Ve 5 If so, have you submitted photos? Ye5
Who took the photographs? T L,
Describe the general and specific habitat in which the bird(s) occurred:
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Describe the bird's behavior (flying, feeding, habits, behaviors used in identifying the
species or in supporting the identification):
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Describe the bird in detail. This is the most important part of this report. Include the overall size

and shape and how you placed the bird in the general group that you did. Give complete details
of plumage, including head, throat, undersides, nape, back, wings and tail. Give particular
emphasis to marks you used to identify the bird(s). Describe other important details, such as
color and shape of bill, legs, eye, (etc.) that were important in making the identification. (Fill
out this portion even if photographs are submitted; you may attach additional sheets, drawings,

field sketches or copy field notes
py ). .
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Describe birds call or song:  Dewe

Discuss similar species and how you eliminated them:
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This report is from notes made dunng Xor after ___ observation,
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Address: ¢/, Co\ofodsn Bied Obger wLLN\f
(3401 Precadilly RQ
RegWen, to  gosol|
Send report to:
Colorado Birds Record Commitee
c/o Bill Lisowsky
2919 Silverplume Dr.
Ft. Collins, Co. 80526

Back to the CBRC Home Page Links / back to page 1 of form

http://www frii.com/~hopko/reportform2 html 7/21/99



Species: Pomarine Jaegar

Plumage: Adult (light-morph)

Date: June 17, 1999

Loc: Stagecoach Res., Routt County
Obs: Doug Faulkner

Species Description:

This description is taken from notes (attached) taken during observation of the bird.
Overall size appeared to be similar to a medium-sized gull, although it remained solitary during
the entire observation period and I was unable to compare it directly to other species. There were
Ring-billed, California, and Franklin’s Gulls on the reservoir and my size estimate is based on
observing those species at a similar distance as the jaegar. The head consisted of a dark
brownish/black hood that extended from the upper chin, along the cheek and sloped upward
behind the eye to the top of the nape. The neck and throat were yellowish-white. The back,
folded wing, and tail streamer were dark brown. Underparts basal color was off-white with heavy
horizontal dark barring along the chest, becoming almost solid just before the wing, extending
under the wing (barring was backward slanting) to the flanks, becoming darker towards the vent,
and ending with streaked undertail coverts. The belly was unstreaked. The bill was yellowish
with a dark tip (~30% of bill length). Eyes entirely dark. Legs were not observed well.

In flight there was an obvious white patch along the outer 5-6 primary shafts on the upperwing.
The underwing appeared to also have a slightly brighter white patch along the outer wing and
another larger patch in the center (near inner primaries and secondaries). Another white patch
extended along the rump (the only sub-adult characteristic I am aware of on this bird). The folded
wing extended nearly to the tail streamer’s tips (~95% of streamers covered by wing). Tail
streamers were bulbous at the end with a slightly flattish tip. While in flight the wings looked
broad. especially near the body, and the bird flew with powerful wingstrokes. Overall, the bird

had a very “solid” look to it with a thick neck, a large, heavy chest and broad wings in flight.

Similar species;

Long-tailed Jaegar: Distinguished from this species by larger body build (thick neck, broad
wings, heavy chested, whereas LTJA is slimmer and more “dainty” in appearance), brown
coloration (gray for LTJA in adult plumage). shorter and rounded tail streamers (LTJA streamers
are always pointy even when short), and extent of white patch on upperwing (LTJA shows only 2
white primary shafts).

Parasitic Jaegar: Distinguished by larger body size (PAJA does not have the heavy chest,
broad wings, or thick neck), rounded tail streamers (PAJA streamers are pointed), heavily
streaked chest (less so in PAJA), bi-colored bill (almost entirely dark in PAJA adult), and
streaking below wings (unstreaked in adult PAJA).

“Hooded™ gull species: Combination of brown coloration (for adult plumages), streaked
underparts, presence of tail streamers (let alone being bulbous at tip), and yellow bill with a dark
tip eliminates all North American species.
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