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VERIFYING DOCIZNTATION OF AN UNUSUAL REGORD ;
1. Species:_SNOW BUNTING ] Plectro_phenax nivalis 2¢ MNimnberp: one
(Vernacwlar fame) (Scientific Name) . e

3+ Location: A. Ken Caryl kd., approx. loo vd E of Garrison B. vie. 00

e —g

XXX®¥X .Kipling

L. Date(s):_A. 03Jan74, B, 07Jan?4 5, Time bird seen;_attached to

ck
G

e P % - : g A
e u;ocmpulon of S1ze, shave and color-pattern, (Describe in greas detail 211 parts
of the plunage including beak and feet coloration in addiZion to ihe diagnostic

Lol . S . N . .
characteristics ;3 however, include only what actually was secn in the field):

|

7. Description of voice, if heard;
: not heard

8, Description of behavior: feeding - see 6 - The most noticeable feature was

its9 high activity{l Seemingly less affected by the cold than Horned Larks,

Hebitboteems al-
o Heditat giiiifjc Open ground - partially snow covered.
e DECI~1C: A, snow-covered dirt road B field and earthen dam
10, Similarly appearing species which are eliminated %, 7 angl aboves i:ﬁa?ﬁ

B e -,

Horned Larks and Lapland Longspurs were presenzt for comparison,

11, Distence (how measuredl'L?g:Aolo-ao yds B. 40 yds estimated
12, Cntical equipment;10x40 Leitz binoculars, 20x Swift spotting scope
13, Light (s‘:-:y, lizht on bird, position of sun in relation %o bird and observer):
see attached sheet
1L, Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing speciess .
No previous experience with this species. Extensive experience with
15, hat nade you think this speciss was wnusual op rare? Horned Larks
Mildred Snyder: Rare bird alert, Harold Holt(05Jan?74)
16, Cther observers:
A, Wenda McCallum B, none
17, Did others agree with Your identification
: yes ,
18, Other observers who independently identified this bird:
Ao okeduid  glwx ;
19, Bocks, illustrations and advice consulied and how did these influence this docu-
mentation: Robbins,et al, Birds of North America
Peterson, A Field Guide o Western Birds (19061)
descriptions and plates correlate highly with my observations
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20, If bird was photograpped, please atiach pictures and describe cquipment used;

t h% %{%e _ ; w‘)
@Mp %”\%,{‘C?u Address:_ 537 Alpine Avenue (@ém ki i
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Date Prepared: City and State =Bou1der, Co
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\ File No, 56-7l=2
SNOW BURTING (Plectrophenax nivalis): D. Arch McCallum, observer -

5.A. 1030-1035 B. 0945-1020 WD{‘ ﬂ;@ %3/7/

6. A, The bird was feeding along the roadside with a flock

of Horned larks (&akmaxriuw Eremophila alpestris). Also

present was one Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus)

and one Tree Sparrow (Spizella arborea). I was immediately
impressed by the roundness ang size (larger relative to

the body #mn in the larks) of the head and by the shortness,
stoutness, and light color of the bill. I noted the buffy

neck ring and generally buffy color of the upperparts. The
throat end underparts, except for the £ ring, were white §
leading me to classify the birds as a male, based on Robbins
and other guides. The bird was flushed and flew with the otherd
species a short distance before alighting. I noticed some white
in the wings although it did not appeat extensive. I did not
get a clear view of thé birdin flight, The bird appeared about
% inch shorter than the Horned Larks,

B. I noticed a flock of birds about 40 yds aw:-- along
a slight ridge in the field west of Kipling (immediately
across fwom the J.J.Gerlits residence). Scanning with 10x40
binocularsl glimpsed among the Horned Larks a bird I supposed
to be a Snow Bunting. I moved down the hill about 20yds for
& better vantage point and after ten minutes of observing
the flock with 20x scope I again spotted the Snow Bunting,
Because the birds were on a hill above eye level and because
of furrowlike relief of some 3 or 4 inches not 311 birds
were visible at one time. Most Horned Larks were relatively
inactive., The Snow Bunting was noticeably more active than any
of the HornngLarks. At this point O955§ the entire flock
arose, flew;mé, and settled on the frozen surfacé and dam
of a farm pond east of the road.As the flock flew over I
noted a bird (presumably Snow Bunting) considergbly whiter
than the others, I was not able to follow it to its resting
place,however. I located the Snow Bunting on a mound beyond
the dam and studied it carefully for approximately 20 minutes
with 20x scope. It seemed to prefer this mound and seldom
strayed far away., It was again noticeably more active than
the Horned Larks and on two occasions hopped rather than
walking, Although the bird was backlighted I was able to see
its features in great detail and to my complete satisfaction.
I again noted the round head with much white, the very short,

stout, 1ight-colored bill, and completely white underparts.
The breast ring was buffy and incomplete. The top of the
head, facialarea, and back were light brown. The basal half
of the primaries were white; the terminal half, black. The
rest of the wing was buffy or light brown. All markings were
distinct and closely matched the illustration of a male in
Robbins, except for the wings, which did not show as much
white,

o Ao Bright sun. bird sidelighted : ]
s %. Sungvisible through ver?hlight haze,Bird backlighted.
Sun approximately 20 degreees right of bird.

18.B. After leaving the area I saw Sue Merrick and told her
of the location. She reported later that she had seen it at
the exact same lscation. lLater it was not found there but
others are reported to have seen it nearby.
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