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Q)&Cies.'. SPRAGUE'S PIPIT Anthua Bpragueii
(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name-use binomial)
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Date(s): 23 auc 1876
Lecality: Table lountai
Nearest Town: —oulier (si
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Other observers who independently identified this bird:
HAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE

lone

Optical Ecuipment: 7 X 39 Linoculors
If photographed, type of equirment used: _ one

Light Conditions: licon, %/10 curulus, *vind .. at 8 kt, visual Tance 100 rii,
Distance from bird (how measured): € = to 20 n, or 20 £ to 70 £t (estimated)

Number of Birds Seen:_ OUne Sex: s Plunage:

Describe the bird'!s overall behavicr and demeanor:

First observed running between tumble weed clumps, over-growing N-S road.
(I was driving 2 govt pickup, zoing to =n abandoned test site), (hen
s-proached within 6ém, it flew down the road away from me, at a height of
less than 1lm, then settled into the weeds again, After about 20 seec, it
1xed into view zgain, in the right tire ack of the road, I got the
lasses on it, and slowly inched up on it., «e repeated the flight down
the road secuence three times, before it flew off at right angles, low.

Describe in great detail the bird's size, overall shape, plumage and color-patiern,
Include details on shape of bill, winzs and tail. Give paticular erphasis to the marks
you used to identify the bird, Heference to its resemblance in field guide descriptions
is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:

Eird was sozevhat longer and more slender than the Lark sSparrows 1 was
watching immedisately before, hite outer feathers seen on medium length
brovn tail,seen on first flight, Eyve was dark - no vellow as in Sage

Thrasher, Two dark throat streaks or whiskers setting off white throat,
Fointed, slender bill, has slight dowvmward curve hint, Darkish streaks
on lisht breast, back heavily striped - like a Tree Sparrow, Tan or
flesh colored legs - definitely not dark as in the Water Fipit., Faint
eve line behind eye, ends in a chestnut collar, Before each short run,
the bird leaned forward, and twitched in a side-toside manner, Just a
hint of twc wing bars. DBelly was very lizht, nearly white - no rufous
wash as Water FPipit.

Here is an exact copy of my field notes, made on a 3x5 card as I was

ratching the bird:
Sprague Pipit? Erown tail w/white edse, dark eye - two throat streaks

thin slightly curved bill, streaked breast - sparrow

like back colors - flesh brown legs Chestnut streak
down rear of cheek, runs
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Describe the bird!s song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e,, from
perch, in flight, ete:
Hot heard

Describe the habitat in which you observed this bird:

Two scuare miles of v1r~1n, sod prairie - grama, buffalo, wheat, xye,
and cheat srasses, Yucca, cactus, some rocks and boulders - tumble weed
on over zrown roads, Table lountain stands about 30m above the surrounding
terrain, very flat ang level - not erazed since owned by Dept of Commerce
for past 20 years - a few scattered buildings - few personnel present.

How were 51n11a“1y apnearlnn species eliminated?
inits hnd teen seen Hwice in the three previous weeks on the
andubon & Heart T""P}, and the gray back, and buffy breast and
clearly not present, The lmrq were also light colored, blendins
road background, The taill was fully developeé, and not short
immature Jater Pipit, It was the back colors - bold black
eparted by light brown that was most striking Dark eye elimi-
irashers, as did striped back, ZXunning habit was also diagnostic,
! later, Other common birds on Table it are lieadowlarks, Lark
TOWS, vesper Sparrows, Hourning Joves, and in winter, Tree Sparrows.
have seen these all ccuntless times, The bill was much more slender
han a sparrow's, and seemed to curve down slightly, This may have been
triclk of the brisht day lizhting, 1o thrushes have white edges o

-u_d

i

o'
m ¢
D §
=
I

1

jo (LP""FJ

o

o
A
1

L"_-n—s m M

Prior experience with this and similarly appearing speciess
This was the first Spraguet's Pipit far me, but I have seen numerous

‘ater Fipits. I have six thrashers and five thrushes on my life list,
and Tour streaked breast sparrows., (I1've “lso seen tne 1ew Zealand rlplt
and the Sky Lark, also in New Zealand, and if you took away the Sky LaTrk!

erest, you would nearly have my Table It bird)

Books, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influence this documentation?
Robbins, Bruun, Zim, & Singer, Birds of horth america; FPeterson, #ield
Guide to /estern Birds; Bailey and liledrach, 1ﬂuor131 Checklist of
Colomndo _iras. .nese confirmed my Tield notes and suess on what 1 rd

seen, 1 was surnrised by the few Colorado records in the latter reference,

This report was written from notes made during X after observations; from memory

PRINT NAME: Zreeran ¥, Hall, Jr, SIGHﬁTURE:MDATE: 31 Qet 70
Street Address:_712 Paragon Drive ___Town and State:boulder, CU ZIP: 80303
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Return to: JACK REDDALL - 1)i50 South Alton Street, Englewood, Colorado 80110




