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If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of your
ocbservations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual, and would
like to share this with others, a written description is essential. Compilers of
reqgional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifically sound; future
bird students--those studying occurrences 50 years from now--must have a written
record on which to depend. By providing the verifying written description, you
are employing a basic rule of the scientific method.

We recognize that experienced field observers can provide important and

reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus

this request is an effort to perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete evidence
which may be permanently oreserved for examination by others in the future. This
procedure is required for every extraordinary observation, irrespective of

the observer.
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Other cbservers who independently identified this bird (Please list name and address):
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marks used to iden..Zy the bird, but include a complete description of the bird.

Include size, overall shape, plumnas and color pattern; details on shape or gize of bill,

'wings, and tail, (Reference to its resemblance to £icld guide descriptions is not

enough.) Describe what you actually saw in the field;.
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Describe the bird's calls or sounds, if heard; including method of delivery--
i.e., from perch, in flight, etc.:
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'+ This report was written from notes made during after observation; from memory L
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If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of your
cbservations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual, and would
like to share this with others, a written description is essential. Compilers of
regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifically sound; future
bird studentﬁ--—thnse studying occurrences 50 years Lrom now--must have a written
record on which to depend. By providing the verifying written description, you
are employing a basic rule of the scientific method.

we recognize that experienced field observers can provide important and

reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus

this request is an effort to perpetuate your record by cobtaining concrete evidence
which may be permanently preserved for exawination by others in the future. This
procedure is required for every extraordinary observation, irrespective of

the observer.
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