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COLORADO RARE BIRD REPORT Accede J

SWAINSON'S WARBLER
Limnothlypis swainsonii

Location: Bahind Lamar Communily College near Willow Craek, Lamar; Prowets County, Colorado

Date:  May 1, 1994

Setling.

| was birding at 8:30 a.m. on a cool lightly overcast Saturday with my 10 year old son behind the college in Lamar. the previous week
had been stormy. It had rained or snowed in Pueblo on three of the previous five days. Willow Creek is a riparian grove with
coltonwoods, willow, juniper and Russian olive, a small siream and a marsh. Bird activily was low, with few warblers or other migrants. |
was walking along the path near the north end when | scared a small brown bird out of a brushy langle near my feet. It flew low and
landed at the shrubby base of a small Russian olive 30 feel away, perching aboul a foot off the ground. | focused on the spot with my
binoculars and saw the bird perching quite still and in the open. My first view was brief but distinct: It was clearly a Swainson's Warbler.
However it flew before | could gel more than a brisf 15 second look.

Brandon Percival was independently birding southeastem Colorado that moming. He met up with us shortly after | discovered the bird.
We spent the next hour and ten minutes re-finding the bird (twice) and gelling superb views from as close as 10 feet, and as far as 40
feet. Our total binocular cbservation time with the bird, was probably about 20 minutes over a span of about 45 minutes (15 minutes at
8:30 a.m. and 30 minutes at 9:20 a.m.).

Description:

This bird's behavior was rather distinctive. It preferred the ground where il would leisurely walk along, looking for food by tuming dead
leaves with its bill. It searched leaf litter either near, or inside, tangies and brush piles, |l was fairly tame. One time it walked out of a
brush pile and came around the edge, nearly walking right up lo me. When flushed it flew low, never over four feet high. It appeared rich
brown in flight. Its flight was direct and sirong, with a slight undulation. 1t would typically fly into, or through, a brushy tangle and land on
a twig. It perched from jus! off the ground, to up to four feet high. It perched nearly motionless, with a distinclive horizontal posture
(much like & thrush), and gave us clear prolonged views of it from every angle. From my field notes:

It was about 4 1/2" long; dark above, light below. This was a plain warbler and rather short-talled. The eyes were black. The legs and
feet pink. The grey bill was relatively long for a warbler, chisel shaped (straight, tapered and sharply pointed), and had a faint pink/fleshy
tonie to the lower bill. It lacked wingbars. The upperparts (lail, rump, back, nape and wings) were totally plain and unmarked and
brownish-grey with an clive tinge. The cap was conlinuous with the dark nape and back, but contrasted with thal color. The cap was
distinetly browner than the back and was lacking in the slight olive tone. The undersides wera light beige with a slight yellowish tinge,
being especially buffy-yellow on the thioal. There was very diffuse greyish mottling, o streaking, on the flanks and sides of breasts. It
had a fairly bright off-while superciliary, crealing a distinct border wilh the greyish-brown cap. There was a diffuse dark, brownish eysline,
running from the bill, through the eye and back through the face. The cheek was light brown. The bird twice gave a loud, shamp, high, dry
“chip” note when | first saw it

Similar Species.

Sparrows are plumper and have a conical bill. No spamow is this plain and unstreaked. Vireos have heavier, slightly hooked bills, unlike
the sharp, poinled bill of this bird. Also, vireos are more aclive, would not walk on the ground, hug tangles, or perch motionless for long
periods, Warbling and Philadelphia vireos are chunkier, and lack the brown cap. Tennessee Warbler also lacks the brown cap, and has
whiter underparts, with colder and greyer-green lones above. Orange-crowned Warbler is much yellower below, has a smaller bill, and
lacks the brown cap. Virginia's and Nashville warblers have a yellow breasl, lack the pale superciliary, have eyerings and lack complete
brown caps. Female Black-throaled Blue Warbler shows a whitish spol in the wing, has a narower and sharper superciliary, and a darker
face. None of these 1.D. contenders would show this behavior, Worm-eating Warbler is most alike in behavior but is distinclly different in
plumage with clear black lines against a tan face, a distinct lan central crown line and a rich buffy breast,

| have seen three Swainson's Warbler previously, once in 1974 in Florida, once in coastal Texas in April 1984, and once along Fountain
Creek in Fountain in July 1992. | have experience with the other species mentioned above.
This report is prepared from notes made during and after cbservalion.

Mark Janos g
10 Sedum CL.
Pueblo, CO 81001



