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File No. N=52-55
IOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH = = = = Seiurus motacilla

£tilea kas reviewsd a written report supporting the

ccu artirusa in Cotltonwood Canyon, Baca County on June 1
and 2, !9?5. dfter evaluating the documentation subtmitted by the observer, lLois E,
®ebster of Aurora, the Committee ruled to sccept this report and add the lLouisiana
Faterthrush to the Officisl State list of the Birde of Colorado,

The observer reported as follows: "On June 1, I saw a bird which resembled a Water-
thrush or an Ovenbird bobbing as it walked., I quickly looked at its head because I
had seen an Ovenbird in that same spot earlier, Since it didn't have a rusty cap
and 1t flew, I decided it must have bteen a Northern Waterthrush,"

rom her field notes: '"The warbler I heard on June 1 began to sing about 7 A.M.
after I had been in the area about fifteen minutes, Same song as I heard on June 1.
Found bird singing about twenty feet up facing me = a Waterthrush, This bird had a
strong white eye line = streaked breast. I took special note of the white throat
which had no apparent streaking, Was impressed by the unlike warbler bill - strong
and long."

The observer described the bird's song as follows: ", , . I heard a bird downstream -
in the trees, It wasn't the song of the Northern Waterthrush, This song wasn't near=-
1y as explosive. T really thought it was another warbler., It kept moving and then
einglng. The song resembled the sons of the Chestnut-gided Warbler, but did not have
as shary = note preceding the descending rhrase, The next day I saw the Waterthrush
gingins the game songe,"

Chairman's comments: Field separaticn of the two species of Waterthrushes is ex-
tremely tricky, particularly in the west, Most of the popular
Field Guides tend to overstress certain characteristics (throat
epotting), incorrectly describe otherzs (eyeline) and fail to
mention such diasnostic features as the flank color, However,
the vocalizations of the two species aro quite distinctive and
herein lay the bnsis for the Committee's acceptance despite the
lack of concrete details deseribing the bird's appearance,
Colorads field obeervars are urged to acquaint themselves with
Dr, Laurence C, Binford's treatise on "Identification of
Northern and Louisiana Waterthrushes" as published in California
Birds (now Western Birds), Volume 2, Number 1, pages 1-10,
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