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25-9L-I0 A
COLORADO RARE BIRD REPORT

INCA DOVE
Col ina inca

Location: Joan William's home; Vineland; Pueblo County, Colorado
Date:  November 19, 1992

This bird was discovered by Joan and seen by a few others before this date.
Setting:

| arrived about 11:00 a.m. on the moming of November 19, 1992. | searched the yard and adjacent areas of this rural neighborhood east
of Pueblo. The teritory is brushier and more overgrown than the Lafayette Inca Dove spot. There are more trees and the houses are
surrounded by farmland, pastures and widely scattered houses. The alleyway where the birds were most often seen consisted of
overgrown back yards, shrubs, plantings, bare ground and bird feeders. At about 11:45 a.m. | found two Inca Doves perched side-by-side
in a large cottonwood behind the Williams' house. The two birds perched closely together, touching, but seemed ill-at-ease. They
walked along the larger horizontal branches and made small hopping flights from branch to branch. | watched the birds with binoculars
as they flitted about 25 feet overhead. When | left about 12:20 p.m. the birds were still in place in the tree.

Description:

The birds were each about 8" long, slender and small-headed. Above they were grey with conspicuous dark scalloping. Below they
seemed lighter grey with less marked scalloping. The under belly of both birds was a creamy-tan color with strongly barred lower flanks.
The undertail coverts were off-white and obscurely streaked. The tail was browner above than the back and margined above by black.
The tail was white below with graduated feathers of different lengths. There was a deep rufous patch in the wing visible only in flight.
The head was pale grey with a small dark eye. The bill was small, bluish-grey, slender and swollen at the tip. Both birds appeared this
way and looked similar. The only difference was that one bird had a slightly warmer tones with a tan wash to the grey of the undersides,
while the other had a plainer greyer color to the undersides. The short legs were dull pink colored.

Similar Species:
The small head, plump body, grey coloration, delicate bill with a swollen tip, and short pinkish legs all indicate a dove. The small size

eliminates Moumning and Rock Doves, as do plumage details. The long tail, heavily scaled upperparts rule out Common and Ruddy
Ground-Doves.

| have seen many Inca and Ground Doves both in the southwestemn part of the United States and in Costa Rica (from 1974-1976).

This report was prepared from notes made at the time of observation and from memory.

Mark Janos
10 Sedum Ct. MAA&/W&)

Pueblo, CO 81001



