l.'l'-;l'lllrfl\-' LA B R EL RS el el

105th Year No. 128 ©

Wrong
turn puts
seabird in
Louisville

By DAN BERKO
Camera Statf Writer '

blew into town this week, it brought
along an unusual hitchhiker — an
odd, feisty, little arctic bird that looks
a lot like a penguin.

swimmer, but not much of a flier,
which could explain how it got 800
miles off course and landed Wednes-

Hoover and Sycamore lanes.

right at Boise, but took a left in-
stead.” said Dr. Dan Keith, of the
Animalhouse Veterinary Clinic, who
cared for the bird after its rescue.

The murrelet has since been
transferred to a local bird rehab cen-
ter, where it is recovering. It will
catch a flight to California Sunday.

While its Colorado detour is un-
usual, this is not the first time an an-
cient murrelet has made a stop in
Colorado.

Keith said this was the third sight-
ing of a murrelet in the state in the
last 60 years. “The sightings have
been in Longmont, Lafayette and
Louisville” Interestingly, they all
also occurred within the same seven-
day period each year.

The ancient murrelet is a member
of the auk family, the same family as
penguins. It lives on islands in the
northern Pacific. Like the penguin, it
dives for food, its swimming style de-
scribed as “flying in the water.,” In
the fall, the ancient murrelet mi-
grates to California, going as far
south as Baja California.

Though the bird is a weak flier, its
micfmmw flight takes it to high alti-
tudes. Keith suspects it probably got
caught in the jet stream during the
storm. “I think it landed because it
thought the black ice was water.”

Judy Francis, who lives north of
Fort Collins, was on her way home
from a friend's house when she saw
the: bird sitting in the middle of the
street. It couldn't fly away, so Fran-
cis picked it ug, m}]{e it up in her
jacket and took it to Keith.

“The bird was in perfectly good
T—T T " EFaith eaid What han-

LOUISVILLE — When a cold front

The ancient murrelet is a dandy

day morning at the intersection of

“The bird should have taken a

AUK-WARD LANDING:
This ancient murrelet,
above, is being cared for
at the Birds of Prey Reha-
bilitation Foundation in
Louisville after it inacver-
tently landed in town
Wednesday. it will be
flown to California and re-
leased Sunday. Sigrid
Ueblacker, left, runs the
rehab center and has
been tending to the bird.
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