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L-2% dun o
Species: Costa’s Hummingbird

Number: 1 male

Location: Crow Valley campground, Weld Co., Colorado

Habitat: feeding in scattered clumps of current bushes in open area

Date: 17 May 2001

Time: 2:05-3:20 p.m. (intermittently)

Observer: Stephen J. Dinsmore 612 % West Magnolia St. Fort Collins, CO 80521
Others who saw bird(s): Joe Fontaine, m. ob.

Description of bird(s): When we arrived at the campground at 2 p.m. we found a large group of people
looking at a hummingbird in the southwestern part of the campground. We identified the bird as a male
Costa’s Hummingbird before talking with other birders. We later learned that two campers from the
Denver area had first seen and identified the bird a few minutes before our arrival.

The bird was a small, rather blunt-headed, very distinctly marked hummingbird. The bill was rather short
for a hummingbird and very slightly decurved throughout its length. I estimated that the bill was
slightly more than 1.5 times the length of the head. The bill was black. The forehead, face, and gorget
were a brilliant purple color in good light, but appeared black most of the time. Color changes were
especially apparent when the bird was perched and rotating its head. The gorget had several elongated
feathers that flared posteriorly at right angles to the throat, the tips extending well behind the nape
when the bird was viewed from the side. At one point, the bird flew towards directly us and Joe
described it as a “little purple ball”. The eye was dark-colored with what appeared to be diffuse white
eye crescents. There was a very small black spot above and behind the eye. Otherwise, the cheek and
lower throat were clear white. Because of the flared gorget, this white area was separated into two
patches, one on the throat and one on the cheek. The breast and belly were a dull gray color, sometimes
appeared to have a greenish cast on the flanks, and contrasted with the white throat. The upperparts,
including the crown, nape, mantle, upperwings, and uppertail, were metallic green, except that the nape
was more of a gray color and lacked a strong greenish cast. The primaries were distinctly brown-
colored and the folded primaries I saw seemed to be of even width. The rectrices were narrowly tipped
with white with a broader black subterminal band on the outer rectrices. The remaining upper surfaces
of the rectrices and the uppertail coverts were green. When perched, the bird had a short-tailed
appearance; the wingtips extended noticeably beyond the tips of the folded rectrices. The legs appeared
black. In flight, I heard the bird give a few weak, metallic “tink” notes, but the bird was mostly silent.

Similar species and how eliminated: There are five “expected” species of hummingbirds in eastern
Colorado (2 Archilochus, 1Stellula, and 2 Selasphorus). The shape and color of the gorget, short-tailed
appearance, and call note eliminated the two Archilochus hammingbirds. Calliope Hummingbird was
eliminated on the basis of bill shape, color and pattern (unstreaked) of the gorget, face pattern, and
crown color. The combination of gorget color and shape, lack of rufous or buffy color in the rectrices
or on the underparts, and call note eliminated both Selasphorus hummingbirds. Anna’s Hummingbird
is probably the most similar-appearing species, and it was eliminated on the basis of size, shape and
color of the gorget, tail length, and the pattern of white color on the face and throat.

Previous experience with species: I have seen many breeding Costa’s Hummingbirds in the Sonoran Desert
of southeastern Arizona. I am also familiar with other western hummingbirds including Anna’s and all
of the Selasphorus and Archilochus hummingbirds.

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent with overcast skies and a light,
intermittent drizzle. Estimated viewing distance was 3-10m. I used 10x42 binoculars.

References consulted: Sibley The Sibley Guide to Birds

How long before field notes written? written immediately after sighting
How long before this form completed? written 18 May 2001
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(this is a two page report-click at the bottom for page 2)

CFO-RCFILEX:  L0o -4l
RESULTS:

Print this page and then fill out. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary.

Species (please include common and scientific name): (572’5 Hum g bird [ ol YP7e Lm‘/‘Zzg)
Date(s) of Observation: ~ 5//7/¢/

Number of birds seen: I Sex: M Plumage: /4d ul?

Exact location: Cvow Ualley Cowmp gound along The wesr Feuce -

County: weld Nearest town: [y ggSdale Elevation: ?

Length of observation: 3 70 4 minures Time(s) of observation: 7,30 pm
Other observers who saw the bird(s) with you: (thknowin bivder Fom (al; fornia

Other Observers who independently saw the bird(s): /on < MiTsy Me3S { Greel Fy) + OTher]
Light Conditions (quality; direction relative to bird(s); position): bl&u &y

Optical equipment used: Swoursyslei (0% ¢ hives.

Distance from bird(s) (estimated unless otherwise noted): [0 feeT

Was bird(s) photographed? "0 If so, have you submitted photos?

Who took the photographs?

Describe the general and specific habitat in which the bird(s) occurred: T wis Toid  The bush g

Were CuvtenT bushes. Yelow Tubular Flowerers.

Describe the bird's behavior (flying, feeding, habits, behaviors used in identifying the

species or in supporting the identification): Hevering while Feed . while percned ;v Oreentd

9ot 9ery  would STICE 04T The Sides 0F THe neck

click here for page 2 of this form / Back to the CBRC Home Page Links

http://www.cfo-link.org/reportform.html 5/17/2001
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Describe the bird in detail. This is the most important part of this report. Include the overall
size

and shape and how you placed the bird in the general group that you did. Give complete details
of plumage, including head, throat, undersides, nape, back, wings and tail. Give particular
empbhasis to marks you used to identify the bird(s). Describe other important details, such as
color and shape of bill, legs, eye, (etc.) that were important in making the identification. (Fill
out this portion even if photographs are submitted; you may attach additional sheets, drawings,

field sketches or copy field notes): the B8 was Small cvem £oX & hummer. the £1eld guide

sugs 3% ong T agul. The qorger Veacked down Fiom The meck To The Sides abouT midupy

on The bocy. Forpers weve puvple. Troriced The tarl had whire 7R . The neck aly had whire JaTehg,
Describe birds call or song: none The bock was Groen , The kelly was whire ) T7 €S were g yegyicp

Discuss similar species and how you eliminated them:

Mo oTher hummer Ny govgerS tuaT veach deun Al far aS The Cosray
What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species? 7//'S was a [/ Fer for wme.

List books, guides, recordings or other sources consulted and how this influenced your

identification (during and after observation): 7l fe's guide 7 Bivds. 37é: 4 di7ion
: on

This report is from notes made during ____or after ___ observation,
or later from memory X

Date of written report: 5 //5 /o)

Syeve MesSicle Signature: _,//_4;9} /2'7’7%44;/

1030 qs7. #3304
ﬁwaln;/j Co

Reporting observer:

Address:

gwe3! Send report to: T‘\ e
Colorado Birds Record Commitee SIS m v Fier
Tony Leukering St 5NT  rece
P.0. Box 157 re ferm,
Arvada, CO 80001

Back to the CBRC Home Page Links / back to page 1 of form

http://www.cfo-link.org/reportform2.html 5/17/2001



CBRC Sight Record Form http://www.cfo-link.org/reportform.html
ced'd S , b @
i

lofl

Colorado Field Ornithologists Sight Record Form

(this is a two page report-click at the bottom for page 2)

CFO-RCFILEX: 0o\ -4l
RESULTS:

Print this page and then fill out. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary.
Species (please include common and scientific name): £ S‘/’Q 's Huwm i /'q 3()[;@( CaJ y [9‘;{ COS’}&(

Date(s) of Observation: ﬂ\w 17, L ool

Number of birds seen: | Sex: Mala Plumage:

Tenlenie e e R, B, near, Bramanl: Gt b o
WheelChontr of & Dowlole. Geelpricg g Nhe: Push just Nerfth b campsite 45 -
County: o carbst town. — S (f=. Elevation: P

Wa\d Cownt Briqqs deale
Length of observation: ’ . ‘ Time(s) of observation: o bserved. cnce
2= 3 min, ok alaut 3i30 2m.
Other observers who saw the bird(s) with you: Slava. Dinsmere « Joz. Fordine

Other Observers who independently saw the bird(s): D, . Ba |l

Light Conditions (quality; direction relative to bird(s); position): Ge «d ( l%\r\%{,\ L Bivdl en west sid
o5 bLLSK(no+ shaded. by bu3h> being obseryed. in  mid ?LSH‘QFH aon.
Optical equipment used: Caron V't 3‘\‘1*&\ Video Camceorder GL I
Canen Tmaqe Stelilizer 12x356 Binecudars
Distance from bird(s) (estimated unless otherwise noted): o , PR -
- Lirst GL\»OSM& 30’ Meuvaede o )& posr‘wer\ <y (2 fram He birdl

Was bird(s) photographed? e If so, have you submitted photos? o

Who took the photographs? 2\ . K

Describe the general and specific habitat in which the bird(s) occurred: ) . : B
- Cveow Vellegy o Gn ‘OC},S‘iS' on He prodcie wo e D'\L)U‘Cun ;‘:/ms,
Cellonweosds &‘\é; Ut Wowss ltr\\ﬂﬁ @\ang Ceouws Ce ek (ot Présuﬂr 1S dFSﬁ .

Many scomered_ curtant bushes 1 Qrda » abouk campground , Locdd,
Aesribed. abeve, o pd e Locadyan

Describe the bird's behavior (flying, feeding, habits, behaviors used in identifying the
species or in supporting the identification):

T ocbservaed  #ha bird a5 o vestdl on Ve hrande o5 Hho o_wrragrt
hush., T4 dd ‘\)ril&(‘j besin gé—a.;l\r\ﬁ «en Ko *&st:) Jlowers ©f Hw Yush
buyr T LJ(L?‘KC&—“‘j 55 eck tim\\ as L oweas 4“/;‘!\9 fo Film e ackion. re WS
Ag\s“' +oc'> A Q\L ro N\Q_,Qi Shouwold haue bLKLK 0?? <>§ P 760\”’\> LII’Y\
Aot real Lxl)ar\ ancado Lo Phe camcordes). ‘

The nNorcow i\ ando Oﬁgrgdc wWhieh Stoshed. 2 Hmes SU_P)OQMLQDL_ P
click here for page 2 of this form / Back to the CBRC Home Page Links

hummiaghicd. TO, ‘ . \ ; -

Fo,o‘o\a, el areede do W& as i Costass HL‘memcj bird. while T
was o Ceow Vallay. Gnee home T verilied et T D as

T ostudied e §lend %\L\Ae_ books andc \/l‘JQe'

5/23/01 1:24 PM
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Describe the bird in detail. This is the most important part of this report. Include the overall size

and shape and how you placed the bird in the general group that you did. Give complete details
of plumage, including head, throat, undersides, nape, back, wings and tail. Give particular
emphasis to marks you used to identify the bird(s). Describe other important details, such as
color and shape of bill, legs, eye, (etc.) that were important in making the identification. (Fill
out this portion even if photographs are submitted; you may attach additional sheets, drawings,
field sketches or copy field notes): Very sman bicd, S hghtly curving dewnw ard Narrows
lOf'( or ‘L:.(’ Hoat f\mrrcwh,i 4%{1‘3 Q_le‘“-"\ Jouward, win UJ'V\\\C_K ¥)0§1\&J\ GLF:)L,L;‘/@I‘)\S]\
coldr P Uimes, The inri descent coloratian Continued  en hzad ' ap pAaxs
o qdc\ cThe white pakah on scde o neek by gorgdt was Most Aedicea /e . Co wid Ao
' H . : : * dampare w . i
Describe birds call or song: 1D, d ot hear « <odl o Song. P AT Taal
{ QI\(:) JIX\S’
Discuss similar species and how you eliminated them:
‘ALV\HCK_\S HL(VYU”}\/\ b['y&/ d/\/n)tf\Q)ld_CL beanO\JLLS‘—L c_g»\ \1‘—‘(\0\, red_ QD\QF’ (yc drown
wnde Fnread, alse has oo sirai BU— Ll

Lueifer A{LLmnn//)g[y{'mL diminafed becouse oY laek of trrdescent
crown .

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species? G enale]

This s a hfe bred | Have seenlueider /Ju/>1;n2n9 bt\rc(,\ in TX, whi V{B‘/?Z/'ng 819 Gen
List books, guides, recordings or other sources consulted and how this influenced your Net. fark last //,th‘/ 7
identification (during and after observation):

7—7\L Sy 5/4_7 Ga m/Q, WLG /3(‘1"C(5

:’\/\G»'Hof\&l‘\ Keoar hic Freld Gua de 4o Heo (3¢ ds og Nor+h H m&f'lﬂC(L ;
This report is from notes %ad:ﬁring ___orafter ___ observation,
or later from memory &~ and Jro, videe ehsecvaition

Date of written report:  57/23 /¢y«
Reporting observer: Zuctt. D) ke Signature: Hoth) /@MJL

Address: 2/3%5 /5 e Shreet
Greelwy CO 30630
v diek € iwwast net
Send report to:
Colorado Birds Record Commitee
Tony Leukering

P.O. Box 157
Arvada, CO 80001

Back to the CBRC Home Page Links / back to page 1 of form
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