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Describe in detail the bird’s relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern. Include details of bill,
wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks you used to identify the bird. Reference to its
resemblance to field guide descriptions and illustrations is not enough. Describe only what you actually
observed in the field:
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Description  (continued):

Describe the bird’s song and call, if given, including method of delivery, (i.e. from perch, in flight,

du)tat:-zl/‘f)m,‘:’:A e note [/]_,,,:Hcr- oy‘lb_ wh% o'\“&bt Acorw ww&Pe‘-‘AM.a

were Neax - Ownz wowl el cad in *G‘\F)l—-i?‘ e ol wouwld awgmor

Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird: : .
Scrol oale - Lot \M_.P Liveg « meny Lend Porndecase Puias

2,&8:_\\\») & ouen the cak .

How did you eliminate similarly appearing species?

The w\m:'i-e fecced waog-fmpeu-s dow "“"&_L'M "ﬁ’\ﬂ, M)L\.:"-&- fLum.P -~ Ol 49
Mmuch Red M Yhe Clown ou— the Lobitdte TANS o Hu blacke amovnd 44
Lage or e, white L-d),ﬂj ¢ shreteed] £Flanles

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species? 1 s
Nowe -
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C.F.O. Official Records Committee
13810 WCR 1

Longmont, Colorado 80504
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COLORADO RARE BIRD REPORT M/@M

ACORN WOODPECKER
Melanerpes formicivorus

Location: Lake Dorothy State Wildlife Area; north of Raton, N.M.; Las Animas County, Colorado
Date:  August 3, 1994; September 3, 1994
This bird was discovered by Mark Yaeger and was seen by scores of other Colorado birders.

Setting:

Lake Dorothy is a small steep-sided canyon draining into New Mexico. It contains a few small lakes and a stream in the bottom.
Vegetation consists of large Ponderosa Pines and other shrubs and trees (Mountain Mahogany, New Mexico Locust) and quite a bit of
open grassy meadows. The birds frequented the largest, most conspicuous dead Ponderosa pines. | found 4 individuals on August 3
and only saw one on September 3. In August | watched the birds in heavy overcast and spitting rain with my binoculars but | was very
close. At one point | was within 10 feet of one of the birds. In September the sky also heavily overcast and it was cold. | only got a very
brief binocular view of a single bird perched at the very tip of a dead Ponderosa Pine at least 400 yards away. On the August day the
four birds stayed close together and called back and forth using soft "chucking” contact calls. They climbed through the dead branches of
a Ponderosa until they all perched right at the top, all within body length distance of each other. | was never able to determine for sure if
any of the birds were young as they appeared quite similar, but at least one was an adult male (red crown) and one was an adult female
(red nape; black fore-crown). The four did seem to be a family group.

Descrivtion:

The birds were unmistakable. They were medium-sized woodpeckers, comparable to sapsuckers in size but smaller than flickers. They
had long, dark, chisel shaped bills and crept up the tree trunks vertically using short legs and strong feet. They had a glaring, showy
harlequin look. They had either a red, or black and red, crown. The face was white with a black eye patch. Throat was white, breast
black and belly white with heavy black streaks. The birds were gleaming black above with a white spot in the otherwise plain black wing.
Inflight the birds were striking and showed a black back, white rump and black tail. The small white spot in the folded wing was actually
a very obvious white patch in the spread wing. The iris was white or pale white.

Similar Species:
No woodpecker is really at all similar. If nothing else, the bold pattern and the white iris rule out all other species.
Experience with Species:

I'have seen all north American woodpeckers and have seen many Acom Woodpeckers in Califonia, Arizona, New Mexico and west
Texas. :

This report is prepared from notes made during observation.

Mark Janos sty
10 Sedum Ct.

Pueblo, CO 81001
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Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary.
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Light conditions (position of bird to light and shade, direction and strergth of light):
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If photographed, type of equipment and film:
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Describe the bird's behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in identifying):
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Describe in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern.
Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks you used
to identify the bird. Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions and il-
lustrations is not enough. Describe only what you actually observe in the field:
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Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery, (i.e. from
perch, in flight, duration):
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Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird:
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How did you':_.glimi’nate similarly appearing species?

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species?
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List books, illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this in-
fluenced your identification:
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