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If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of your iz
observations is unnecessary. But, if you have sesn something unusual, and would i

like to share this with others, a written description is essential. Compilers of
regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifically sound; future ;
bird students--those studying occurrences 50 years from now--must have a writren
record on which to depend. By providing the verifying written description, you
are employing a basic ruls of the scientific method.

b

We recognize that experienced field observers can provide important and i
reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus
this request is an effort to perpetuate your record by cbtaining concretes evidence :
which may be permanently preserved for examsination by others in the future. This
procedure is required for every extraordinary cbservation, irrespective of ;
the cbsarver. |
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marks used to identify the bird, but include a complete description of the bird.

_Inr:lude size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern; details on shape or size of bill,
wings, and tail. (Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions is not
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Describe the bird's calls or sounds, if heard; including method of delivery--

i.e., from perch, in flight, etc.: N o .
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Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary.
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Who else photographed the bird?

Describe the bird's behav1ur (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in identifying):

Descr1be in deta11 the b1rd s relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern.
Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks you used
to identify the bird. Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions and il-

lugtrations is not Enuugh. Describe ﬂnlyfzhat you actua11y observe in the field: r
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Description (continued):

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery, (i.e. from
perch, in flight, duration):
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Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird:
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If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of your {
observations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual, and would
like to share this with others, a written description is essential. Compilers of
regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifically sound; future
bird students--those studying occurrences 50 years from now--must have a written
record on which to depend. By providing the verifying written description, you
are employing a basic rule of the scientific method.

We recognize that experienced field cobservers can provide important and

reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus

this request is an effort to perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete evidence
which may be permanently preserved for examination by others in the future. This
procedure is required for every extraordinary obiservation, irrespective of

the observer. .
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merks used to xdentifj.r the hlrd but include a cumplnt.a description of the bird,
Include size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern; details on shape or size of bill,

wings, and t tail. (Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions is not
enough.) Describe what you actually saw in the field.
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Describe the h:.rd s calls or somds, if heard; including method of d-liverjr-—
i.e., from parn:h in flight, etc.

List similar species and how you eliminated them:
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Return to:
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Elanoides forficatus

species: Swallow-Tailed Kite
(scientific name)

(Vernacular name)

I1f you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of your
observations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual, and would

like to share this with others, a written description is essential. Compilers of
regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifically sound; future
bird students--those stucing occurrences 50 years from now--must have a written
record on which to depend. By providing the verifying written description, you
are employing a basic rule of the scientific method.

We recognize that experienced field observers can provide important and

reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus

this request is an effort to perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete evidence
which may be permanently preserved for examination by others in the future. This
procedure is required for every extraordinary observation, irrespective of

the observer, '
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jate (s): May 24, 1983 . Time Bird Seen: Approx. B 10:30 AM.

ocality: At Waterton, Colorado, just horth of the Platte River. (Jefferson County)

Wearest town, county angd scate’

jptical equipment: sushnell Center-Focus 9 x 36 Custom Binoculars

'f photographed, please enclose copy. Equipment used:

s

adult

jumber of birds seen: 97€ Sex: Plumage :

Light conditions: Excellent, It was a lovely, suany day.

Jistance from bird, and how measured: 1 estimate approximately G600 feet.

Describe the bird's overall behavior:
The bird was sighted soaring overhead. It appeared to me to ba riding
air currents in a graceful flight. '

Describe the habitat in which you observed the bird:

The bird was flying over the Platte River area above Waterton, which is
upstream 3 or 4 miles from Chatfield Reservair. This would bc a plains
riverbed ecosystem adjoining the foothills to the Rocky Mountains.
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£1 i 1i and add
other gbseryers who indgpendently ldentified this hind  (FLeqR (17] 8379 W B gy i)

Co. 80123,

Littleton, Co. §0123; Barbara Livingston, 6337 W, Frost, Lictleton, 80
‘and approximately 10 other members of a group who were together that morning.
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Describe in great detail the bird which you saw. Emphasize particularly the field
parks used to identify the bird, but include a complete description of the bird.
Include size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern; details on shape or size of bill,
wings, and tail. (Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions is not
enough.) Describe what you actually saw in the field.

I saw a hawk-sized bird with a pure white body, black edges on extremely pointed’
wings, and a black deeply forked tail, From the distance 1 was whbserving the bird
I immediately noticed the distinctive shape of the Swallow Tailed Kite, and the
sharp contrast in the black and white color.

Describe the bird's calls or sounds, if heard; including method of delivery--
i.e., from perch, in flight, etc.:

List similar species and how you eliminated them:
No other falcon or kite with similar shaped wings has this coloration or this
shaped tail, 4

R iQh YR heNEE (WAt Shi 5. 808 FIAINAE RETRS cailed kite. I have observed many
Mississippi Kites which nested in the area where I lived in Texas for many years.
As a birdwathher for the past 9 years I am familiar with most of the common hawks
and falcons of this area.
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« This report was written from notes made during after observation; from memory a
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7779 Sourh Marshall Street, Littlaton, Colgrado 80123

Mailing address:
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Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary.

Species: w=Failed Wike | Elannidsz Qﬁlﬂ'mﬁ,
Vernacular H&IT‘:EJ cientitic Name,}

Date(s): agfﬁfﬂé /953

ilumber of birds seen: ane L5 SEX: i pveeuca Plumage: , J,. (L

Locality: Wa_“'er-‘é'ﬂn—- C‘Jia{-fiefd’ recreation area. Elevation: 5‘;:Q¢#Plu§

Hearest town: \Wladordon County: Jeccersos
Time(s) observed: Q hprex., e 30 &0,

Duration of observation (e.g. 1 sec., 5 min., etc.):

I mine er-mere

Other observers who saw the bird with you (give names, addresses, telephone numbers):
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Dthar cbservers who saw the bird independently (give names, addresses, telephone numbers)
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Light conditions (position of bird to iight and shade, direction and strergth of light):
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Optical eyuipment used (e.g. power, types): sku altecnad®ly mdwy whibe + bright blue'
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Distance, and how measured:

; . distanses |
If photographed, type of equipment ard film: —_

Who else photographed the bird? "¢ -

Describe the bird's behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in identifying):

Bird was soq.r.'mi at a ]Fa.,;r—‘.».j weeatr height with & others — as 3 ? soared lower
and came ‘I"dt:.ila..r:L me | a+ IL‘;:J-,;:L I7"1;au_ﬂh1— 'H'].:d— all L ere hawrs. Hau.!qw,?r/ ar J"Elg_.j carme.
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s Fail shot aay. Seconds later [# became evident +o me at 72[?; large bired

ad a wery cf-Le‘Ejn{ylhﬂ'f'c;JE'f{_, or swallow . 1’1:1”"'; + was Jery Llacw * white.
Describe in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern.
Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks you used
to identify the bird. Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions and i1-
lustrations is not enough. Describe only what you actui;}F observe in the field:
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Description (continued):

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery, (i.e. from
perch, in flight, duration):

M ) Rwared,

Descrihp the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird: .
|-5 prd. wae ohserved Qn-hre.lrj in awr antil i+ seared out oF
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How did you eliminate similarly appearing species?
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any of THE“sﬂ birds “emmonly Soar.

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species?
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List books, illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this in-
fluenced your identification:

a) at time of observation: r.paﬂnj Ec,keimc\l.xn-_r ,outr "}QIELG!‘—) ha d_ _ﬂlﬁderufcr{- TE*I bird
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b) after observatiaon: _
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This report was written from reports made during » after observation b from memory
Date and time report was written: D5 May, 1957 — Pan
_If -

Reporting observer: .+ TBeraw. Signature: &K'ﬂ;ﬂ, N AT b
Il
Address: L7 ;}/--':WA-??JJ - @Axw r'T{c?_’ (?n.

ATl reports will te maintained permanently at the address below:

Return to: CURATOR, DEPARTHMENT OF ZOOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS
DENVER MUSEUM OF HATURAL HISTORY
CITY PARK

DEWVER, CO 80205
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Elanoides forficatus
(Scientific name)

species:  Swallow-Tailed Kite
(Vvernacular name)

If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of your
observations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual, and would
like to share this with others, a written cdescription is essential. Compilers of
regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifically sound; future l
bird students--those studying occurrences 30 years from now--must have a written )
record on which to depend. BY providing the verifying written description, you
are employing a basic rule of the scientific method.

We recognize that experienced field observers can provide important and

reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus

this request is an effort to perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete evidence
which may be permanently preserved for examination by others in the future. This
procedure is required for every extraordinary observation, irrespective of
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Time Bird Seen: 10:30am  to 10:lSam

vate (s): May 24, 1683

ocality: Kassler (Jefferson County), folorado ~ o

Rearest town, County and state?
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jptical equipment: syift Binoculars & x 40

:f photographed, please enclose copy. Equipment used:

jumber of birds seen: _ ] Sex: unknown Flumage: Adult plummage
Light conditions: few E@E}terﬂd clouds, blue sky )

Jistance from bird, and how measured: Judging from the height of a telephone pole, I would
say the bird. was as close as 150 ft at one point. !

Jescribe the bird's overall behavior: The bird was flylng in a ecircular pattern overhead
2rnd somewhat north of our group., It circled numerous times slowly and gracefully

before heading to the west of us and out of slght.

Describe the habitat in which you observed the bird:

Foothills/plains cottonwood river bottom

Other observers who independently identified this bird (Please list name and address):

Bobbwa Fragter 7779 S. Marshall | Littleten, Cojorado £0123 .. [
——#me-Bonnell . _ £377 W. Geddes Dr. Littleton, Colorado H0123 '

— Patricia Echelmeyer 2695 Newland Denver, Colorado
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Describe in great detail the bird which you saw. —Wuparmﬁﬂy_fﬁﬂeld

marks used to identify the bird, but include a complete description of the bird. i
Include size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern; détails on shape or size of bill,
wings, and tail. (Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions is not
enough.) Describe what you actually saw in the field.

The bird appeared to be large - hawklike - in size, but its shape and color pattern
were distinctive and very unusual. It was observed with binoculars and by scope
for 10-15 minutes, The wings were long and shaped like falcon wings; the tall was
very long and split and spre#d much like a Barn Swallow spreads its tall in flight.
The body and head were pure white as were the leading edges of wings, wrists,
axillars, and wing linings. The tail was black and the trailing edges of wings
were black. The head was rounded and hawklike.
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Describe the bird's calls or sounds, if heard; including method of delivery--
i.e., from perch, in flight, etc.:

Do not recall any calls or sounds.

List similar species and how you eliminated them:

Any of the terns which are of similar shape ruled out because:
: 1. overall size appeared larger than the terns
2. :head and beak were definitely hawklike ' ;
3. color pattern was observed so clearly: body, head, front of wings-white;
tall, tios and back of wings-black '

Prior experience with this and similar gpecies:

No previous experience with this specles or any of the kltes. I have identified
the Forster's Tern, Hoyal Tern, and Black Tern.

« This report was written from notes made during after ocbservation; from memory I .
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Ha@ling address: 6336 W. Frost Dr.; Littleton, Colorado B0123
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Return to:
Hugh E. Kingery
869 Milwaukee Street .
Denver, Colora.b 80206 ot




