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COLORADO RARE BIRD REPORT

WHOOPING CRANE
Grus americana

Location: Around and near Thurston Reservoir; north of Lamar; Prowers County, Colorado

Date:  March 12, 1995

Setting:

This bird was discovered by someone else. Brandon Percival, Bob Dickson and myself went out and found the bird early on the moming
of March 12th. We first found it about 3 miles southwest of Thurston Reservoir, at the intersection of RR and 5 Roads . It was feeding in
a com field with about 25 Sandhill Cranes. It clearly stood out, being much larger and whiter. We observed it at several hundred yards
distance with our scopes (including a Questar). After about 10 minutes it flew towards Thurston Res. and landed in a bare field right on
the south edge of the lake. | got excellent views of it here in my scope at about 75 yards for ten minutes. It then flew to the north side of
the lake where it spent the remainder of the moming with hundreds of Sandhill Cranes at the lake edge. Conditions and light were
excellent. ’

Description:

It was an immature bird. It was much taller than the Sandhill Cranes. It looked to be nearly 5 feet tall where the Sandhills were about 4
feet tall. It was bigger in every way. It had a larger head, a bigger, thicker bill, a longer and thicker neck, a bulkier body and longer
thicker legs. The heads of the Sandhill Cranes reached to just past the back of the Whooper. The plumage was basically white and in
flight the bird had black wingtips. However the white plumage was relieved by a tan head, gradually becoming white on the neck. There
were several large brownish-tan splotches on the wings and body plumage. The legs were long and gray. There were no bands on the

legs.
Similar Species:

The Sandhill Crane is smaller and lacks the white and black plumage of this bird. American White Pelican and Snow and Ross' geese
are smaller and are not long-legged.

Experience with Species:
| have seen Whooping Cranes in Texas and many thousands of Sandhill Cranes.

This report is prepared from notes made during and after observation.

Mark Janos

10 Sedum Ct. (7
Pueblo, CO 81001
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Locality: Road. RR aund 5 Prowers (o andHlen Northh ¢ Elevation:
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Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird:
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Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary.

Species: WhooPIvG  cRAVE ' GRUS  AMeRichv
(Vernacular MName) (Scientific Name)

Date(s): MiRer 18 1995 [SeBV phuy fiwee MARCH o)

ilumber of birds seen: ply Sex: __uniwgvw Plumage: immaruke
Locality: THuRSTHY  RESERVOIR ‘Elevation:__45,0' (1)
llearest town: L AM AR County: (Rewers
Time(s) observed: iam & I2 ‘20 i

Duration of observation (e.g. 1 sec., 5 min., etc.): | Houk

Other observers who saw the bird with you (give names, addresses, telephone numbers):
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Other obser:vers who saw the bird indepenciently (give names, addresses, telephone numbers )
Towy  SUTER (Fivnet) LAMAR | DuhwE wevses ¢ MARK TRes 01CIC Sufeo TTLEX | gAva &gy
Light conditions (position of bird to light and shade, direction and strergth of light):
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Optical eyuipment used (e.g. power, types): TELESCoPES  Pixed Yox _ 2owm i5- oy

Distance, and how measured: 0.5 MILEe  (danes)

If photographed, type of equipment and film:

Who else Photographed the bird?

Describe the bird's behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in identifying):
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Descrite in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern.
Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks you used
to icentify the bird. Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions and il-
lustrations is not enough. Describe only what you actually observe in the field:
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Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery, (i.e. from
perch, in flight, duration):
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Describe the general and specific habitat in which You observed the bird:
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What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species?
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List books, illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this in-
fluenced your identification:

a) at time of observaticn: VAT WAL GevG RATNe  FLed cupe

b) after observation:

This report was written from reports made during ., after observation from memory

Date and time report was written: 2 _MARCH Qpen 149§
Reporting observer: PETeR  R. GewT Signature: Pl R, (ot
Address: S SewTd 3y o s boucoeR, co goso3,
A1l reports will te maintained permanently at the address below:
Return to: CURATOR, DEPARTMENT OF ZCOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS
DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
CITY PARK

DEIVER, CO 80205




L]

APPENDIX III CFO-ORC FILE # |6 -95-2b

COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS - SIGHT RECORD FORM

NEW STATE RECORD / / UNUSUAL RECORD //7

Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional paqes if necessary.
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Light conditions (position of bird to light and shade, direction and strength

of light):
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Optical equipment used (e.g. power, types): £k 4o _I')Ir\o‘f;u,\ ors |5 -45 x <;,;,;F
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bird's behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in
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escribe /in detail the bird's relativels

pattern. Inc
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emphasis to marks you used to identify the bird. Reference to its resemblance
to field guide descriptions and illustrations is not enough. Describe only
what you actually observed in the field: : y
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Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery,
(i.e. from perch, in flight, duration):
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How did you eliminate similarly appearlng species?
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List books, illustration, recordings, other birders, etc. consu.Xte'c( and how
this influenced your identification:

a) At time of observation: M(Jru’,

b) After observation: f\)Or\g,

This report as written from reports made during , after
observation \/ , from memory

Date and time report was written: 2(0 HMD’\ M‘iS 2-30 p.~.
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All reports will be maintained permanently at the address below:

Return to: CURATOR, DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS -
DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
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