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Describe in great detaa.l the bn.rd's size, overall shape, plumage and color-pattern,
Include details on shape of bill, wings and tail, Give paticular emphasis to the marks -

you used to identify the bird, = eference to its resemblance in field guide descrmt:.ons
is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:
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D CTIITHOTCGISTS - STHIT 32C0TD RErCIT A70-0R¢ FILE 1,0,  N=L[=UU )
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T King Rail Rallus elegans
(Vernacular Nare) (Scientific Name-use binomial)
oo 5)s. 15_June 1976 Time Bird Seen:.113Q tol1215
[ A_i'by:"._.CF&I Lakes e e
est Town: Pueblo County: _Pueblo

her observers who independently identified this bird: o

NAME ASDDRESS . " TELEPHOL:
Dave and Carolyn Griffiths(found the bird), Bruce Webb and Jeanne Conry, Mike and

“Pate Voulton, Bruce Bosley, {and with me wnen I saw it)oteve larson and Barry Knapp

Optical Equipment: 10 X.50 bincculars—
If photographed, type of equipment used:
Light Conditions:__QOwercast.

Distance from bird (how measured): _ Minimum estimated distance: 50 feet

Number of Birds Seen: 1 Sex: ?(male ?) Plumage:. . adull

e

Describe the bird's overall behavior and demeanor:
The bird was first found by its call as we were playing tapes of Clapper Rail calls.

The bird was seen walking around inthe open and at the edge of the cattail marsh,
spending much time in theopen and celling almost continuously. Twice it flew farther
in the marsh, but then returned to the edge.

Describe in great detail the bird's size, overall shape, plurage and color-cattern.
Include details on shape of bill, wings and tail. Give paticular emphasis +o wne marks -
you used to identify the bird, Taference to its resemblance in field guide descriptions
is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:
A very large rail (much larger than a Virginia Rail), with a large body, long grayish
legs, a long neck, small head and long bill, Bill mostly dull yelloirish in color,
dusky along top of upper mandible and tip of bill, mouth lining bright salmon.
Crown brown, unmarked, Nape and back of neck brownish, with darker stfeaking. Back
feathers brown or black, usually with white borders, Flight feathers(as seen when
folded)black with white borders, shoulder area deep cinnamon. Superciliary line buffy.
Eye dark brown, Face (mostly cheeks)gray. Throat whitish, not sharply defined,
Forepart of neck, breast and sides rufous. Belly, flanks and undertail coverts(from
legs back to tail)dark blackish-browm, with numerous(at least 15)vertical white bars.
Tail extremely short(barely protruding beyond folded wings), mostly white,

(CVER)



Describe the bird's song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e., from
perch, in flight, etcs
Call d about 20/minutes Call a very deep, resonant, guttural(almost bittern-like)
tuck, tuck, tuck, etc,

Describe the habitat in which you observed this bird:

Edge of a large cattail marsh, overgrown with willows along a ridge, with many
floating tumbelweeds in a channel of water. We watched from a drg shore at
the edge of the marsh, _ :

How were similarly appearing species eliminated?
Only similar rail in Colorado is the Virginia, but this bird was much larger(at
least twice the size), and with a much deeper call note, 6a:* Clapper Rail is
similar, but much grayer(on wings, breast and face), but is restricted almost

entirely to salt-water marshes and is extremely unlikely to be found in Colorado,

Prior experience with this and similarly appearing speciess
I have seen the Virginia Rail a number of times in Colorado, and heard it even more
often, I have seen the King Rail only a few times: along the coast of Texas on
26-28 March 1975, I have not seen the Clapper.

Books, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influence this documentation?
Standrd guides supported identification but did not influence thisreport.

This report was written from notes made during after X observation; from memory
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Species: /</A/é LA 7 RALLUS 6N S
(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name-use binomial)
Date(s):. /3 Juw¢ /9 Z2é Time Bird Seen: to

Locality: (A /’/"Of_g__ﬁ’lﬁ_i_l-__l_-ﬂx é
Nearest Town:_Fud s RO County s _Le(z Beo

Other observers who independently identified this bird:

) NAME ADDRESS ’ TELEPHC
DA Ve R IFE TS
_DBRULE _[oSLEY [ 204 GROVE STi  ROULDERL
MuKE  Mou i o /32 So. CofFEMAK ST, Lode Moo T 223202

Optical Equipment: _ Z X3S GB/AOCUALS
If photographed, type of equipment used:
Light Conditions:_SxCE€ ¢ EMNT — BRICHT SUANSHINE

Distance from bird (how measured): </ O £1. - CAMERA RANCEL INDERL

Mumber of Birds Seen:__ | Sex: Plumage:_ /ADucr

Describe the bird!s overall behavior and demeanor: R, oA < AOT AS SECRETIV
AS  OTHER RAILs. T T RESPONDED READILY o A TRAPE RECORDI/AG ¢
ITS NOICE FND O FTEN VENTURED 7D 0 LEAS RREAS LIHEN tOE
CoOT TOO CLOSE 7 FlEed SHORT DISTANCES o) BoccASions

RAD  HID /N 57/E GRASS ,TIHOUGH 17 OAS READILY LUPRED Octi
DIRECT LT AFTER THESE /':ucﬂrs. .

Describe in great detail the bird!s size, overall shape, plumage and color-pattern.
Include details on shape of bill, winzs and tail. Give paticular emphasis to the marks
you used to identify the bird, Reference to its resemblance in field guide descriptions
is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:
SS,;,ijg - 38,13‘2”??7_:(_;&; fé?éﬁff—;-/o‘,i,eadcz:ze 27;/9/\, AMERICAN Coat
- ¢ / Y OSHORT JARIL ' s )
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BACK Ard LUMP AND TAW — SLATY W ITH BUFFY sdets ow FEAT
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j ’ f ) € (47 " / ~
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Describe the bird!s song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e,, from
perch, in Ilight, ete: Cacc - momoromous sSeRIeEs of HARSH CUCKS

QUITE COUD . OCCAS jo A HALSH TRILE Of RAPID GROUP OF Besup,
CUICKS. GIVEN sOHILE RiED WACKED THROUEH MARSH ERASS a2
SEEMINGLY ELCCcUlAGED BY TAPE LECORD/ING,

Describe the habitat in which you observed this bird: , 4 7 4
LAKE sipe  MARSH— c0]ClOOS , Somlé CATTANS AMD ALY
KINDS oF &RASSES AND SEDEES Iy — |/ merzR W +HEIGHT

How were similarly appearing species eliminated?

ChAPPeER RAIL +H/AS GRAYISH aoT BLOWNISH FORELARTS
AD  MUCIH (ESS SI7LONGLY DEF/UED BARLR (NG O

RBECLY AMUD FLHANKS.
VieG iniA RAIL 1S HALF TT11E SIZE oF THE K/NE RANK

Prior experience with this and similarly appearing species:
Mo PRIOCE ExPERIENCE O/7H ~ su1S o CLRPPEL. EA/R AlouU)T
OF aB=eLVATIONS O ViR6 xR RPAIC

Bogks, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influence this documentation?

ETERSON AND S, pAGER LJELE CONSUCTED TO CONFIL 2T E
IDENTIFICATION , B3UT [ DO NOT 7HINKE TIFAT THEY JMFCUELCED
vHE PLUMAGE DocumMEAVTHATICA U For Tt wRTES T, 777(S /S oa& 77pE

wile s TFERILED 7 FRAKE LEN Anp PAPER +NID rrlé FIECD.
This report was written from notes made during after X observation; from memory
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Optical Equipment: Mlbow Ditvoculory SXKIQ Y 8.5°
Light Conditions: < wre//es?
Distance from Bird (how neasured): /- (JewaZed &7

//‘ ———————————————————————————————— R T T
(( ftumber of Birds Scen:__ / Sex:__—— __ Plumage: _ aLel 7T
= Overall Appearance and Size: Lery /a»&/;g réd, ?,-UZZ A 9L7
y

Detailed Descrintion (describe only what was actually obcerved in tne field):
Bill (shape and color): __403/}_7 __l(g_/_lf' 34,'5&1’ M ward cur ve
Legs (shepe ard colox):

Lwﬁ’ pasCrown and Forehead: Devtie Thovd Fuce Eye (cclor): .
z"{yju Nape:_ /vl __ézz:t_o_n____.-_ .. Face:ructy .Throat 179 oS
z Brcast and Sldes._J/&ry_ AL e e e

Belly and Flanls: @% STrovwy Pavypieg
Undertail Coverts: wititle. Slrealcey I
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Rump ¢ 5E¢ k1 Seme ol fg ol Uppertail Coverts: S77<a
Upper Side of Tail: Qe &y rrcanjo

Under Side of Tail: urbudd wn4b. S oo Joalts STreikoecd

Shepe of Tail:_SéearZ, pPoraled z
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COLORADO FIELD CIIITINICGISTS - STZET RICORD REFCAT SP0-0RC FILE 0. N-17-68 ,
[ JRARE OR ®IUSUAL RECODD X INEv STATE RECORD (XTJACCEPTED [___| REJECTED N/

Species: KING RAIL | Rallus elegans
(Vernacular Name) . , (Scientific Name-use binomial)
Date(s):___26 June, 1976 T lime Bird Seen:. 1325 R U5
Locality: CE&I _lakes e i
Nearest Touwn: Pueblo Colorado County: PUEDRO
Other observers who independently identified this bird: 2Rl 3w izeel
NAME NP ADDRESS . - TELEPH(
Dave Griffiths ° 1717 Morrison Pueblo
MIKe Moulton 2748 S, Coffman Lonegmont 772-0283
([}

_ _Pate Moulton
Optical Equipment: 7=15%X35 Zoom Binoculars

I photographed, type of equipment used:_Leica Flex- 35 mm with 400mm 1ins/125@F
Light Conditions:Good-diffused around bird because of tall Reeds,

Distance from bird (how measured):; <7=50 ft., Measured with lens from camera

Number of Birds Seen: One Sex: Plumage:___Adult

Describe the bird!s overall behavior and demeanor: The bird was mostly heard and
seldom seen, It was seen only when lured with a tape recorder, When the
recorder was played, the birds' head would protrude from the cattails; and
as quickly as its' head poked out, it would pull its head back in., The
bird was very skiterish and would seldom 1it one see the whole body at one
time. The few times the whole bird was able to be observed was when it
flew back and forth for a total of four times, After the bird seemed to
tire of the tape, it ignored everything and proceeded around the lake, feec

DE8Bribe in great detail the bird's size, overall shape, plumage and color-pattern.
Include details on shape of bill, wings and tail, Give paticular emphasis to the marks
you used to identify the bird, Reference to its resemblance in field guide descriptions

is not enough, Describe what you act saw in the field: The very first thing thai
was noticed was the shite eye-stripe that extended from Just behind the

upper mandible, over the eye, and well past the eye to the back of the heac
The second thing that impressed me was the great size of the bird. Sincé
my experience with Ralls is limited, this point might be over-emphizized,
The bird looked much like a Virginia rail, only the King rail appeared
somewhere on the order of twice the size of a Virginia rail.--The white
throat was prominent as well as the very thick bill., The bill appeared

to be a lot more thick than most field guldes reveal, Bill color was
light yellow and it turned to a darker color toward the tip. Below the
white throat, the neck and breast was chestnut. In flight, the bird
appearred very light and the overall markings were very distinct.--The
barred underparts seemed to extend a long way up the belly. No notes were
taken on eye color or -leg color; I cannot say what color either is al-
though it appears from photographs that the eye color is dark.

(OVER)
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Describe the birdts son‘%hor call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e,, from
perch, in flight, etc; The call that was delivered was very harsh, The call wa:
a series of 15 or 17 very rapid 'clicks' followed by a trill, The bird
responded to a tape everytime it was played. The bird would give its call
about 3 or 4 times after the tape was played, always working its way into
the open, Whereby, the bird would quickly duck back into the cattails,

lhe tape was agaln played and the bird would again respond,

Describe the habitat in which you observed this bird: Cattail (Typha latifolia)
Marsh  with large Sedge and Rush intermingled. Smallest vis:ible plant-

«5 cm (Sedge)--Tallest plant-1,5 m (Cattail)/

imilarls ; s inated? Virginia Rail- Marking strikingly
Is“gxffaz?c-%ras rulfe '%e& ésp te:glessige. iKing Rall much larger)-2x---Clapper
Rall-Markings on King Rail were much more pronounded although I have seen

no Clenper Rails and I am going by field guide only ( Birds of North Amer, )

Prior experience with this and similarly appearing speciess No prior experience with
King Rall, Only a few prior experiences with the Virginia rail.

Books, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influence this documentation?
Birds of North America- Robbins, Bruun, Zim, Singer., Did not influence this
report as I did not use the guide until answering prior question.

This report was written from notes made during X after observation; from memory
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