(| DOCUMENTATION --
PEXPE ALRD SIGHTING -

Tt R & —mm;nﬂ—&mna-g—]

-.-j ¢ -
species: %'\Eh‘b\-:i.& E(:!{LE’{_ _ E‘iggﬁi‘m FLLQ-\EQW-.E;
(Vernacular name) (S$zientific pame)

cbservations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual, and would
like to share this with others, a written description is essential. Compilers of
regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifically sound; future
bird students--those studying occurrences 50 years from now--must have a written
record on which to depend, By providing the verifying written description, you
are employing a basic rule of the scientific method.

If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written descripticn of your ﬂ

We recognize that experienced field observers can provide important  and

reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus

this request is an effort toc perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete evidence
which may be permanently preserved for examination by others in the future. This
procedure is required for every extraordinary observation, irrespective of

the observer.
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Other observers who independently identified this bird (Please ljist name and address):
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Les. . 'e in great detail the bird which ¥ou saw. Emphasize particulariy thertiela

marks used to identify the bird, but ineclude a2 complete descr.ption of the bird.

_Include Ssize, overall sfiape, plumage and color pattern; details on shape or size of hill
wings, and Eail. (Refer2nce to its resemblance to field guide descriptions i= not
enough.) Describe what you actually saw in the field. '
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Describe the h:.r:d's calls or sr:IUnds, if heard; including method of dellvery-—
i.e., from perch in flight, etec.

List similar species and how you eliminated them:
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26500 Baldwin
Dearborn Heights, Mi. 48127
June 29, 199]

Re: Reddish Egret in Colorado
Dear Duane,

I have enclosed what I think are my two most useful photos of the Reddish
Egret and even they leave much to be desired. Nonetheless to my eye they
seem to confirm the identification. As they are Ektachrome slides, they
will deteriorate considerably in quality in 10 years so you might want to
consider making duplicates if needed for an archives.

On May 27, 1991 I was in the vicinity of La Junta, awaiting the time to

look for the Black Rail with Don Bridge et. al, including yourself. As this
was set for 10 am I spent the early morning at Blue Lake north of Las Animas
When I arrived at the lake it was overcast, windy and surprisingly cold.

The last area I check out at the lake was the east side. I drove as Far as
I dared given the sand. Looking with my 10X40 Zeiz binoculars, I could

see a distant heron in the extreme north east corner of the lake. There
were no people near the bird on a lake otherwise crowded with fisherman.

The bird was motionless. I could tell virtually nothing about the bird
other than it looked dark and smaller than a Great Blue Heron through my
binoculars. Through my scope (25 power) the heron had a dark body (back and
belly) with what I thought was a purplish neck and head with a bicolored
bill. I identified the bird as an adult Little Blue Heron, a bird I have
seen hundreds of times all over North and South America. As it was 9:25

am, I had no time to walk out to the bird as I had to be at Bent's 01ld

Fort at 10 am to meet the group looking for Black Rail, so I left believing
I had seen a good Coloradoe hird--Little Blue Heron (I was spending a week
birding in Colorado primarily to build up my state list).

We T got to Bent's 01d Fort, I mentioned to Mark Janos that I had seen a
Little Blue Heron at Blue Lake. After successfully seeing the Black Rail

fatd T of us, including, yourself, Duane MNelson. Two more later joined us.

WH “we got to Blue Lake it was now blue skies. I looked in the corner of

the lake where 1 last saw the bird and was chagrined to see no bird and to
see a pickup truck stuck in the sand near where I had last seen the bird.
Fortunately I quickly spotted the bird, this time considerably closer to

us. With a closer view and better light, the two toned bill was pink with

a black tip, not blue with a black tip. I asked the others why was not this
bird a Reddish Egret? The answer was, it was. The vinaceous head and neck
did not seem as shaggy as Reddish Egets I had seen in adult plumage before
and it did not look quite as frosty as Reddish Egrets inm adult plumage often
look to me (I have seen Reddish Egrets at least 20 times before, most recent
on April 28th on Sugarloaf Key). Dark blue gray body. The "reddish"neck
feather were quite shaggy at the base. Pale yellow or white eyes. Legs
were gray. After about 10 minutes the bird started running around in the
water and canopy feeding in a way typical of a Reddish Egret. We spent
approximately an hour walking up the beach, following the bird and stopped
when it flew to the north side of the lake. OQOur closest approach was approx
mateky V5 vyards.
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Karl Overman
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DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD SIGHTINGS
FOR
THE COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS' RECORDS

Species: E!M Eﬂ/l-f/f H @‘VZEI&{:‘L

(Vernacular (name) (S¢ientific nafie)

If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of
your observations is unnecessary. But, 1f you have seen something unusual,
and would like to share this with others, a written description is essential.
Compilers of regional bird 1ists must insist that their records be scientifi-
cally sound; future bird students -- those studying occurrences 50 years

from now -- must have a written record on which to depend, By providing

the verifying written description, you are employing a basic rule of the
sclentific method.

We recognize that experienced field observers can provide importamt and
reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus
this request is an effort to perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete
evidence which may be permanently preserved for examination by others in the

future. This procedure is required for every extraordinary observation,
irrespective of the observer.
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If photographed, please enclose copy. Equipment used: O sy a{k&f ;
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Describe in Breat dotail the bird which ¥You saw. Emphasize particularly the
field marks used o identify the bird, but include a complete description

of the bird. Include size, overall g hag plumage and color pPattern; details

on shape or size of bill, wings, and tafl. (Reference to its resemblance to
field guide descriptions is not ‘enough)
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Describe the hird 8 calls or auundu 1f heard; lncluding mﬂthod of dellvery*-
L.e., from Perch, inp flight, etc,

Nel hearof .

List slmilar species and huzt;?u eliq:iz?ed them: 7,

This report wag wWritten from notes made during after “’f;£servatiun;
from memory ﬁ&i — '

Name (print) . . MAR K J;'i"ﬂf’(?j
Mailing address: 10 SEPum 7 LCEBLe, co Rlop )
- Signature: }4£***?{D““7
— = 7

Return Form To:

CFD Records Committea

clo Curatnr—~Zualugical Collections
Denver Museum of Natural History
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COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS - SIGHT RECORD FORN A

NEW STATE RECORD ! , UNUSUAL RECORD [E

Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary.

Species: REQDISE  ecfET ' ECEFT u

(Vernacular flame) Scientific Hame)
Date(s): HAY 237 19%
ilumber of birds seen: i SeX:  Unienw/ Plumage : wete fReEmNG
Locality: lLve Ak e Elevation: 430 !
Hearest town: L fndinhAs County: (geviey
Time(s) observed: U An = |1 e
Duration of observation (e.q. 1 sec., 5 min., etc.): Go- 4T prinmTES

Other observers who saw the bird with you (give names, addresses, telephone numbers):
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Other observers who saw the bird indepencently (give names, addresses, telephone numbers)

Light conditions (position of bird to light and shade, direction and strergth of light):
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Distance, and how measured: jtf'!' CogifsT ETTIMATED

If photographed, type of equipment and film:

Who else photographed the bird?

Describe the bird's behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in identifying):
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Oescribe in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern.

Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks you used

to identify the bird. Reference to its resemblance to field quide descr1pt19n5 and il-

lustrations is not enougn. Describe only what you actually observe in the field:
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Cescripticn (continued):
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Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery, (i.e. from
perch, in flight, duration):
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Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird:
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How did you'eliminate similarly appearing species?
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What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species?
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List books, illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this in-
fluenced your identification:

a) at time uf obuervaticn: waruwae GEVGAAP e PELD Gui0E

b) after observation:

This report was written from reports made during y after observation K  from memory
Date and time report was written: MY 27w 09 9P
Reporting observer: fEev B CewT Signature: i"”oﬁ:’ £ wt
Address: ST § 30K o7  AewepfX | to Soel
All reports will te maintained permanently at the address below:
Return to: CURATOR, DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS
OENVER MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
CITY PARK

DEIVER, CO 80205
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COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS - SIGHT RECORD FORM A
NEW STATE RECORD [ | UKUSUAL RECORD ]
Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary.
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(Vernacular Name) i (Scientific Name)
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Describe the bird's behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in identifying):
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Describe in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern.
Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks You used
to identify the bird. Refarence to its resemblance to field guide descriptions and i1-
lustrations is not enough. Describe only what you actually nbserva in the field:
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Hhat is your prior experience with this and gmﬂa pearlnﬂ pecies?
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List books,.illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this in-
fluenced your identification:
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b) after observation:

This report was written from reports mafle durjng __, after observation from memory )
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