cro-ore FILE # 50 $3-59

! —]
COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS - SIGHT RECORD FORM f}

NEw STATE RECORD [ ] UKU $AL RECORD[ ]
Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary.

Species: 32 0TATING | rprecrirs JONTI
(Vernacular Name) i%cxenti%gc Name )

Date(s): Qct. 30:51; Wov 1; 2. 5, & 4, 1233

Wumber of birds seen: Cne Sex: Mule Plumage: First year
Dale

Locality: 463 Goil Cumo Edi., 3ear Cr. Canyon Elevation:_650C!'

Hearest town: golorada 3Joringg, Colorado County:_=) Pusg

Time(s) observed: _3=& sttuchai sheet "A" for times & juravion g2 poseryetions

Duration of observation (e.g. 1 sec., 5 min., etc.): see ubove

Other observers who saw the bird with you (give names, addresses, telephone numbers):
Jjee attuched sheet "3" for oJservers

Other observers who saw the bird indepencently (§ive names, addresses, telephone numbers)
‘3Jee attuched sheeu "3" for inispendant oo3ervers

Light conditions (position of bird to 1ight and shade, direction and strergth of 1ight):
3iri opserved in many condltlions of 1ight during odservatlon periods.
4111 Auys were sunny. 2Jart of days were oVercusi.

Optical equipment used (e.g. power, types): forpully bird w

exceps aith nuked eye. Used 3ushnell 3 x 40 sinooulurs when not %00 close.
Distance, and how measured:Trom s3 ©1039 38 $ £ 3 L - size |
diszsunca estimated at U t. averags dlswsncs ohserved under 10 ft.

If photographed, type of equipment and film: By Dominic srshol -XiLon T guamara

wivh 300 == vivitur. Vivisar 253 strouve. Color film Ecuachronme.

Kho else pho‘tographed the bird? "omipnic Bartol, Zichurd Aunn. rhurlla Chage

ety al act jisted.

Describe the bird's behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in identifying):

The piri fsdi exclusively orn the ground eauting millet. It wonuld pick 1o
indlvitnu: seeis off a flugstone natlo or #1ick the leaves away with ius
beak 13 set seeds under liluc aushes near edze of natic. Fed with Juncog and
ouge 2inches with no troudble. Always fyew up inte bushes when Sorub Jays
cume urounl. Normally cou’'d omly seewhite rumo when bird flew. Sometimes when
3itting In bush u small white llne would show on rumo.

Describe in detail the bird's relative cize, overall shape, plumage and color pattern.
Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks you used
to identify the bird. Reference to jts resemblance to field guide descriptions and 11~
lustrations is not enough. Describe only what you actually observe in the field:

Orisional fientisy - upout size of Cussin's Finch, The orange red color
on bresss und shoulder, & wing burs, bill und Teedins hubit suggested the
Brumsling.

Tater Chservations - Bill: Tower mundinle yellowish with bluck tip. Upper
manlible Lars on lower sides and end. Thitish cn wop. Seed eating oill
§L:llalr %0 Jouse Tinches,
eads 3Jhowed = 3mall crown at dagk of head ahen sisving in she bushes.

(Conslnuel on 2ni sheet of attuchment "3




Description (cont‘nued):

Huoitat cont'd - Tilao Hushes hud shed some leaves which were on ground o
unier bushes, 3ird flew to a Gumbels' Ouk near patio (20 £, away).
Alzc flew lnto 4 “onderosu Fine 1 time (60 ¥t uway).

\

2 other birlers lientified she bird us 4 young male Brumbdling on the

first duy. & sultuble picture was not availsole the first day. 2
intividuuls who hud seen the snecles previously ldentified it also as

& male 3rumbling the 2 nd duy. latsr (3rd duy) Lt was identified as a wild
first year male by Charlie Chase.

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery, (i.e. from
perch, in flight, duration):

Ko song or cAll heard,

Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird:

Arcund dwelling.on socuth slooing hillside. Observed on ground on
flsgstone putio under feeders. Patio extende ?rom ‘house south © f£¢. Lilac

AR Yol e Tiinddd S 1nPRbly oty SPeciB@y? sile. (Cont!d vove under desc)

My wife ami I were were recording the Tield murks on a cassett tude,
Abont three minutes into the tape U suid "I think it it & 3rambl o I had
studied plosures of it pricr tc trips to Zurcpe und Alusks. I hud“seen the
Cha?finch and 3ullfinch in FTurpooe and knew the bird was of the same fumily
put thut this oird was of & different coloration.

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species? see sbove.

List books,.illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this in-
fluenced your identification:
\
a) at time of observation: Birds of Britian & Eurcpe, Braun
Richurd . Pough - Audubon Western 3irds Guide 1957 plate 32

b) after observation:
Arms;gong.;&.n. 1238C Bi:ds of Alaska P 271 Americun 3irds Yol 37 #1
[34. 5% CA.. 1 F‘ angt . - ?"__FC' » . > i e o 4
This Fégore was written Trom régorts Made daring ooooa dfter observation N D« i memoTy
Date and time report.was written: ¥ovember 7&h 1933 Swom £ to O am,

Reporting observer: B0, Curey  Jw, Signature: .

Address: pQ mgx EC09 _ Calowuds Samizgs  Co 30014

ANl reports will be maintained permanently at the address below:
Return to: CURATOR, DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS
DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
CITY PARK
DERVER, CO 80205
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DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD SIGHTINGS Q
FOR
THE COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS' RECORDS

Species: ESr'Amélﬁqq {"-rugo”a moﬂt.f’o;gi'”a

(Vernacilar name) clentific name)

If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, & written description of
your observacions is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual,
and would like to share this with others, a written description is cuuen:tat
Compilers of regional bird lists must insist chat their records be scient{fi-
cally sound; future bird students -- those studying occurrences 50 years

from now -- must have a written record on which to depend, By providing

the verifying written description, you are euploying a basic rule of the
scientific method.

We recognize that experienced field observers can provide important and
reliable records, L{f supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus
this request is an effort to perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete
evidence which may be permanently preserved for examination by others in the
future. This procedure is required for every extraordinary observation,
irrespective of the observer.

Dates (s): ﬁ/3'/j; Tizme Bird Seen: [0 . Sofmro l/e/ﬁ(
Localicy : Lowe~ Iﬂ/t( &Mfﬁ‘c/‘ l'-c/l /”lrflt. (’,f&rg;
/: » ﬁ,” a’_/tbﬂi

Nearest town, county and state:

Oprical equipment:  Llikrm 9ris & nacnlsr

If photographed, please enclose copy. Equipment used:

t
Number of birds seen:_ / Sex; £ Plumage: fa1/

Light condicions: E;l.r-
Distance from bird, and how measured: /0 /Y /&»e/,,. Lamers hd

! Y and
Describe the bird' tmuli‘bo 1" Bwd ff/onaq..,.l ,ﬁ/ﬁ&;

Aia k.

ﬂ"' ,ZJM VP IR t...m ZKJ
&E. J“I:“lubl af;:vﬁ{you Eurved e blrd~ ‘
Ducrlbc the 8 oA ,14‘ /m‘h

%;EW)A,&“ Tt s dicthy 4 AL cdocd 2
er observers

\mod“ad endently {dentified this bird (Plnu list name and

lddrcz ! ; E;Z i; g : EM /.2‘ 2 Z,)




—-T—— SL—%B"S’H
APPENDIX IT Conttinued

\

Describe {n great detail the bird which you saw, Emphasize particularly the
fleld marks used to {dentify the bird, but include a complete description

of the bird. Include s ;u. overall shape, plumage and color pattern; details
.' on shape or size of bi 1, wings, and tail. (Reference to {ts resemblance to
; field guide descupuons is not enou;h) Ducubo what you actuall uv ::‘,,‘éj ‘
|

the field. wmw i 3z Jw..w(
m,.,d&.;: M,.J M‘{/Awﬂi

[7e L T Akon wu u
—I:jl ae mj#%%ﬁﬁ ‘::vﬁ Distiid el broer.
M“*u Ll il g e
‘%scrﬁn % mh ( -‘6&'&%- ! heaﬁ% {f/#ff{t:y#‘j

i.e., from perch, in flight, etc.:

Nere Srand

List similar species and how you eliminated them:

Ohu‘fal ‘,r(tn‘f;ucL ﬂ’d.f ¢MMM ,.ﬂ »u{w%

Prior cxputcnco with this and similar species:
ﬂnl.,

This report was written from notes made during  after observation;
from memory

Name (print) : lA/.'I/Mn R Mﬂ‘iml
Mailing address: 924 [l%-l_ &e L [0 fdﬂ,b

v
] Signature: V% f 7{”9»\«/
|

Return Form To:

CFO Records Coemittee

c/o Curator - Dept. of Zoological Collections
Denver Museum of Natural Hiscory

City Park

Denver, CO 80205




CFO-ORC FILE 4 ST —-83-59

COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS = SIGHT RECORD FORM A
NEW STATE RECORD PR URUSUAL RECORD
Please print or type. Attach photograph§ and additional pages if necessary.
Species: Bramling I, Fringilla montifringilla
{(Vernacuiar Hame) ’ (Scientific fiame)

Date(s): November 1, 1983

iumber of birds seen: one Sex: male Plumage: 1a winter
Locality: _west of Colorado Springs Elevation:_gnnoe
Hearest town: Colorado Springs County: El Pssa

Time(s) observed: 3:00 to 4:00

Duration of observation (e.g. 1 sec., 5 min., etc.): up to ten min, for one observati

Other obiervers who saw the bird with you (give names, addresses, telephone numbers):
Judy % Doug Ward, Mike Middleton, Bsrry Knapp, Steve & Diane Larson

and E4 & Marthe Curry.

Other observers who saw the bird independently (give names, addresses, telephone numbers)
Fichard Bunn and Charles Chaee,

Light conditions (position of bird to light and shade, direction and strergth of 1ight):
overcast, no shadows

Optical eyuiiment used (e.g. power, types): 7 X 50 Binocs and 20X spotting scops

Distance, and how measured: two to five metres, estimated
Ricoh w/ 400mm Kodachrome 64
If photographed, type of equipment and film:p

Who else photographed the bird? Richard Bunn, Charles Chase, and Doug Ward

Describe the bird's behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in identifying):
The bird was fedding strictly on the ground. It fed by probing its head under fallen
leaves then picking up a seed it would throw its head back scattering the leaves, It
did not scratch like a Rufoum sided Towhee does. The bird was very nervous and skittlsn,
The Brambling would flee from Scrub Jays and sometimes Juncos,

Describe in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern.
Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks you used
to icentify the bird., Reference to 1ts resemblance to field guide descriptions and {1~
lustrations is not encugh. Describe only what you actually observe in the field:
The bird was about the size and shape of a White-winged Juncc subspecies but slimmer
bodied with a slightly shorter tail and thicker neck. '
The overall color wgs a rusty buff,
The crown was dark buff with speckling of black, It had a black crown stripe be-
beginning above each eye and joining on the back of the head. Twp black nape stripes
AR

-



Dceafc”op;; ot';ve( ?:ecki ';Ute% :e crown stripe, the nape stripes faded at the base of the neck.

buffy grey.
X stripes was a buffy white., The cheeks were a
;2:1':1.::: :ual“.g t?:czaz;ot bogi.nd the eye, T){ere was abg:gfozzlme;h :fcxne;‘:::i:ﬁf "
the . The forehead and lores were v
izlmtwrg\ :b:::n blx: whisker wk.m'monk\{u: ’d.;:{t:dhi::'n:;ﬁa;:o :ﬁ{ﬁﬁgﬁy
extending all the way around the neck. e necklac
breast xd side. The rust was most intense on the sides of t.her!;:la‘:t.md s
The rust of the braast faded to & dirty white on the belly, ;. S -
coverts. Also on the flanks was two lines of three or four black spots. app
; ' 3 st around the vent. .
2 :;o‘ milbm‘?:aogu‘:: mﬁ‘%r with 1ines of black scaling, X ‘l’he‘ rump was white
which og?o:ded up the bakk to & point where the scapulfars of eath-wing ?e:: o
The wings were an overall dark grey with light grey feather ecigingu.orecl tomhave i
and primaryes, There were two rusty wing bars. The upper wingbar lpp:: S
rust color laying over the white. The rust color was probably the feather edging,

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery, (i.e. from
perch, in flight, duration):

None heard,

Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird:
Foothill Canyon with Scrub Oak with scattered Ponderosa Pines.,

How did you eliminate similarly appearing species?
KAYEELY/different from any birds normally found in this area .

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species?
First time for the Brambling.

List books, illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this in-
fluenced your identification:

a) at time of observation: Birds of Britain and Eurcpe(Larousse) ;Field Guide to the Birds
(Peterson) ! " '

b) after observation: Rare Rirds

of the West Ooast(Foberson) ; Nat'l Geographic's Birds of
North America,

This report was written from reports made during _ x , after observation

from memory
Cate and time report was written: Now, 5, 1983 : 9:30 am

Address: §.22 Eluebird Ave, Longmant, O #0501

All reports will be maintained permanently at the address below:

Return to: CURATOR, DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS
DENVER MUSEUN OF HATURAL HISTORY
CITY PARK

DEIiVER, CO 80205

Reporting observer: Laurens Fay Halsey Signature; zd:;f




51 -33- 51,

DESCRIPTION ( continued):
When sitting a small white wing patch could be seen near the base of the primaries.

The tail was dark grey with light feather edgings giving the tail a streaked

arance,

The bill was the shape of & Pine Siskin's bill but thicker and stronger looking.
Upper Mandible- Culmen was horngd color(greyish yellow), the rest of the upppr man.
wasblack,

Lower Mandibla- base was black, the rest of the lower man. was horngd color.

I noticed missing or messed up feathers at the base of the throat., Otherwise
the bird was in smooth and clean plumage.and buff or lighter grey fEALYE4 edging
to nearly all feathers on the body.



(5774
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COLORADO RARE BIRD REPORT L&’ S3-33 - &
SPECIES: Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla).

LOCATION: Ed and Martha Curry residence, Gold Camp Rd., Colorado Springs,
El Paso County, Colo. (Bear Creek Canyon, elevation about 1990 meters; approx.
38°45'34" N. Lat., 104°53'00" W. Long., in T148, R67W, Section 15, according to
the USGS 74' topographic quad, Manitou Springs, 1961.)

DATE: Tuesday 1 November 1983, 1500 to 1630 MST.

OBSERVERS: Barry Knapp (author of this report, 4695 Osage Dr., Boulder,
Colo. 80303), Diane and Steve Larson, Mike Middleton, Larry Halsey, Doug and
Judy Ward.

CIRCUMSTANCES: The bird was observed for extended periods of time at dis-
tances of from 2 to 5 meters (usually too close for binoculars) in good after-
noon light on a mild, partly sunny fall day with no adverse weather or viewing
conditions. The habitat was that of a mature scrub ocak foothills canyon, with
some conifers and junipers and a minimum amount of residential landscaping.

DESCRIPTION: A finch/sparrow-type bird, slightly larger than most of the
Dark-eyed Juncos with which it associated. The bill was conical and pale brown
or tan in color. Breast and shoulders were a rich ochre-orange. Rump white,
highly visible in flight. On the head were two rather broad black stripes, one
on either side above the supercilium extending down the nape to the back. At
the top of the nape these stripes broadened and met, giving a wreath-like look,
like the © illustrated in the Pough Western Bird Guide (ref. 1). The crown was
mottled black and brown, as was the back, though less distinctly. The cheek
was gray and blended into a grayish collar, reminiscent of the collar on the
Clay-colored Sparrow. The tail was dark, rather long, and forked. On each
flank there were two parallel rows of black spots, like the fall d' shown in the
National Geographic Society Field Guide (ref. 2), only the spots were not quite
as large as shown there. The underparts were vhite or pale buff.

In summary, the bird seemed to be somewhat of a cross between the NGS's
@ and fall & and Pough's $. The color of the breast and shoulders, and the
flank spotting were like the NGS's fall d', while the back was like the NGS's @,
and the head like Pough's @. Finally, the white wing bar on the median wing
coverts shown in all three illustrations was not very evident, whereas the
white at the base of the primaries shown on the NGS fall d'was more evident
than shown there. The plumage was in good condition, showing no evidence of
excessive wear as would be expected in & previously-caged bird, and the claws
were not excessively long.

BEHAVIOR: Fed on millet seeds from the ground beneath the Curry's feed-
ers, occasionally scratching the leaves and humus with its feet like a towhee.
Never came to feeding or watering trays (suspended off the ground). When
alarmed, it would hop up less than 3 meter into the lower branches of the lilac
shrubs under which it fed. It seemed to tolerate the presence of juncos, House
Finches, and even chipmunks, but would fly off--usually for several minutes-—
when Scrub Jays flew in. The voice was never heard.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THIS GENUS: None.

REFERENCES: (1) Audubon Western Bird Cuide, by Richard Pough, Doubleday,
Garden City, N.Y., 1957. (2) Field Cuide to the Birds of North America, National

Geographic Society, Washington, D.C., 1983.
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